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An Examination of Pig Sera for Neutralising Antibodies 
against the Virus of Aujeszky’s Disease 


[‘‘ Mad Itch”’ 


INSTITUTE OF 


The 
(** pseudo-rabies 
reported at different times 
on the Continent of Europe, 


occurrence of  <Aujeszky'’s disease 
or “mad itch”) has been 
in several countries 
According to 


Lourens (1935) and to Kéves (1935) it has 
been recognised in Hungary, Roumania, Den- 
mark, Holland, France, Spain, Yugoslavia, and 
possibly also Switzerland and Germany. As 


far as can be ascertained no reports of the 
possible occurrence of the disease in the British 
Isles had appeared, however, until the recent 


article by Harvey and Reid (1958). These 
authors encountered a condition in young 
cattle in North Cornwall which clinically 


showed a marked resemblance to “mad itech,” 
as described by American workers. A number 
of experimental animals was inoculated with 
material from the central nervous system of 
these cases but the results were entirely nega- 
tive. Harvey and Reid rightly point out, how- 
ever, that their failure to demonstrate an_ in- 
fective agent does not necessarily preclude 
Aujeszky’s disease. 

In view of this interesting observation it is 
perhaps opportune to place on record some ex- 
perimental data obtained in 1985-36 which have 
not yet been published. 

Many observers have drawn attention to the 
insidious nature of the porcine form of 
Aujeszky’s disease. The salient features are a 
transient illness lasting for from one to eight 
days, during which period the animals exhibit 
a slight depression and inappetence accom- 
panied by a moderate febrile reaction which 
may be associated with some nervous involve- 
ment. In contra-distinetion to other animals it 
has been found that, relatively speaking, the 
disease is highly contagious in the pig. In the 
United States of America Shope (1981) re- 
covered a virus identical with the classical 
Aujeszky’s strain from an outbreak of ‘“ mad 
itch” in cattle in the Middle West area, while 
at a subsequent date (1935'), by serological 
methods, he detected the disease on two occa- 
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sions in pigs from the same district. At that 
time there was no suspicion that the disease 
existed in a widespread form in pigs. The in- 
definite character of the symptoms suggested 
to Shope, however, that it might be compara- 
tively prevalent but had, up to then, passed 
unrecognised, series of experiments was 
undertaken by Shope (19357) in which samples 
of sera from various districts were examined 
for neutralising antibodies against this virus. 
The tests were made by inoculating guinea-pigs 
with suitable mixtures of serum and virus, The 
first consignment of serum was obtained from 
commercial firms in the Middle West. Twenty- 
two samples, each of which had been collected 
from 50 pigs and upwards, were tested and of 
these 21 neutralised the virus. In addition ten 
individual samples from slaughter houses in 
the same area also contained protective anti- 
bedies. On the other hand, sera collected from 
pigs in a district which was believed. to be 
entirely free from the disease appeared to be 
incapable of neutralising the virus. Shope 
expressed the opinion that if the presence of 
these antibodies can be regarded as a criterion 
of an infection earlier in life it was evident 
that the disease was coniparatively widespread 
in certain parts of the United States, 

In 19355 an outbreak in some young pigs was 
investigated at the Institute of Animal 
Pathology at Cambridge. The symptoms sug- 
gested that the animals might have been suffer- 
ing from Aujeszky’s disease. They showed a 
slight transient febrile reaction with loss of 
appetite. Two pigs were subsequently affected 
with mild symptoms which suggested an_ in- 
volvement of the central nervous system, There 
Was no mortality directly attributable to the 
condition and complete recovery was noted in 
most cases within about 14 days. Attempts 
were made to establish the identity of the 
disease by inoculating rabbits, guinea-pigs, and 
mice with suitable tissues from the affected 
pigs, but as was the case with the experiments 


378 No. 13. VoL. 50. 


of Harvey and Reid, no evidence could be 
obtained that a virus, or indeed any other 
infective agent, was present in the organs. In 
view of the experience of workers in other 
countries that the porcine disease is difficult to 
recognise, it seemed conceivable that it might 
exist in pigs in this country in a sub-acute form 
which might pass unperceived so long as other 
species were not affected. It was decided, 
therefore, to test a series of pig sera obtained 
from various parts of the country for the 
presence of antibodies against the virus. 


Method of Conducting the Experiments 

The Hungarian strain of Aujeszky’s disease 
virus was obtained and was passaged through 
several rabbits by the subcutaneous injection of 
suspensions of infective lung. Eight rabbits 
were then inoculated intracerebrally and were 
dead or were killed when moribund at the 48th 
hour. The brains were collected and stored 
in 50 per cent. glycerol in the cold room to serve 
as a stock virus for the main experiment, The 
virus content was determined by the = sub- 
cutaneous inoculation of guinea-pigs and mice 
with serial dilutions of a pooled sample of the 
cerebral tissues. In the earlier experiments 
(sera 1 to 12) the brain substance was 
suspended in normal saline solution, It was 
subsequently found, however, that on standing 
at laboratory temperature for the period neces- 
sary for the neutralisation of the virus, a con- 
siderable reduction in activity of the control 
suspension occurred so that in the majority 
of experiments a hormone broth with a pH of 
74 was used. The M.L.D. for guinea-pigs was 
found to be approximately 5 mg., while the 
infective dose for mice was 7.5 mg. Through- 
out the experiment the virus content of the 
stored material was tested from time to time 
and little loss in potency was detected over a 
period of nine months. 

The procedure which was suggested by Shope 
in his investigation was adopted for the present 
series. Fixed amounts of a suspension of 
virulent rabbit brain were added to the sera 
to be tested and the mixtures, after standing at 
room temperature for a short period, were in- 


jected) subcutaneously into guinea-pigs and 
mice. In order to control the experiment a 


positive serum was prepared in a young pig 
(367) which was injected subcutaneously with 
280 mg. of virulent rabbit brain. The animal 
showed a mild febrile reaction lasting from the 
second to the sixth day. During this period 
there was slight prostration and inappetence, 
but otherwise no marked symptoms were 
observed. One month later a second dose of 
1 gramme was given by the same route with- 
out producing any visible reaction. The serum 
was tested for neutralising antibodies on guinea- 
pigs (Table 1). 
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Tas_e I. 
No. of Serum Pig 
Guinea-pig. | Virus. | 367. Results. 

mg. brain ex. 
378a 100 1-0 L 
378b 1-0 L 
378c 0-2 L 
378d 0-2 L 
378e 0-1 L 
378f 0-1 L 
378g 0-05 
378h 0-05 L 
378; 0-01 
378k 0-01 + 4 

Normal 
Pig Serum. 

3781 1-0 + 2 
378m 1-0 + 2 

L = lived. 

+ == death in days. 


The bloods to be tested were obtained from 
central slaughter houses in various parts of 
the country.* They were sent in 200 c.c. 
bottles, each of which represented a_ pooled 
sample obtained from five animals, i.e., approxi- 
mately 40 cc. per pig. It is realised that it 
would have been better to have obtained in- 
dividual samples, but practical considerations 
prevented this from being done. According to 
Shope, the neutralisation test is sufficiently 
sensitive to detect a virus-neutralising serum 
even though it has been diluted 1 in 20 with 
serum containing no antibody. The sera were 
withdrawn from the clots and preserved with 
merthiolate in a dilution of 1: 25,000. It had 
previously been ascertained that a_ 1:10,000 
dilution of this agent was without appreciable 
effect on the virus after 24 hours at laboratory 
temperature. The positive and negative sera 
were preserved in a similar manner. The 
neutralisation tests were set up in the follow- 
ing way :— 

A weighed amount of the virulent brain was 
reduced to a very fine paste and suspended in 
hormone broth so that 0.5 ¢.c. contained 100 
mg., ie., 20 M.L.D. for the guinea-pig and 13 
M.L.D. for the mouse. One ¢.c. of serum was 
then added and the mixture left at room tem- 
perature for two to two-and-a-half hours. Each 
sample was tested on one guinea-pig and two 
mice. Suitable controls with known positive 
and negative sera were included in each batch 
(Table 2). 


*Although in Table II, for the sake of 
convenience the samples of blood are stated 
to have been received from counties (Cambridge, 
Suffolk, etc.), they were in fact collected from 
pigs in areas with somewhat wider limits than 
are indicated by such designations. 
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T. 
Result 
Date. County. No of Sample. - - — 
Guinea- 
| pigs Mice. 
Days Days. 

2 + 4 + 3 
+ 3 
3 + 3 + 2 
+ 2 
4 + 3 +- 2 
+2 
+ 3 | + 3 
+ 3 
6 + 3 + 2 

Positive serum L 

| L 
Negative serum +4 |+3 
| + 4 
23/10/35 7 +4 145 
+ 6 
8 L + 6 
+ 8 
Pa 9 + 6 + 4 
+ 8 
10 + 4 + 7 

L 
ll + 4 | + 5 
12 + 4 + 4 

serum L 
t Negative L | + 7 

serum L 
14/11/35 Cambridge | 13 + 3 + 2 
+ 2 
| 414 +3 | +1 
| + 2 
15 3 | +2 
|+ 
, 16 + 2 + ] 
+ 3 
17 + 3 + 2 
+ 3 
+2 
4+ 4 
‘ 20 +3 
+ 3 
21 +3 | +4 
|+ 4 
, 22 + 4 + 2 
+5 
23 +3 |+2 
| + 3 
24 + 3 + 3 
| 7 3 
7/1/36 | Lancashire 25 - 3 + 3 
+ 
- | m 26 + 3 + 2 
+ 3 
27 +2 |+3 
| 44 


*Samples 1 to 12 were tested against a suspension of 
virus in saline. 

+From this point to end of experiment it may be assumed 
that positive and negative controls were included with each 
batch with satisfactory results. 
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| Result. 
Date. County. No. of Sample. 
Guinea- 
pigs. Mice. 
Days. Days. 
Lancashire 28 4. 3 4+. 2 
+ 2 
29 +3 |+1 
+ 3 
30 + 2 
31 1 3 +2 
+32 
32 _ 3 + 3 
+ 4 
33 1 2 
+ 3 
29/1/36 Somerset 34 1 2 4+ 2 
+ 2 
35 4+. 2 
+ 3 
36 
9 
37 + 2 + 1 
1 2 
38 + 2 + 2 
| 2 
od +2 |+2 
+ 3 
40 
| + 3 
41 +2 |42 
+ 2 
42 | +2 + 2 
+ 2 
43 2 
+3 
5/336 Cambridge 44 | 
45 + 5 + 3 
+ 5 
46 5 
+ 3 
47 + 3 + 3 
+ 4 
48 4 
1. 3 
49 3 3 
+4 
50 | 4 + 4 
4 
I. = lived.’ 
death. 


Results 
It will be seen that with the-exception of 


the second group of sera, the results were 
uniform in’that the animals inoculated with 


the mixture of positive serum and = virus’ in- 
variably survived, while those receiving nega- 
tive serum and virus died within 5 days, 
Anomalous results were observed with the 
batches of serum labelled 7 to 12. The guinea- 
pig receiving serum 8 lived, but the two mice 
died ; while with sample 10, the guinea-pig and 
one mouse died whereas the other mouse lived. 
In addition, the periods elapsing between 
inoculation and death were longer in this 


| | 
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series than in any of the others. <A further 
unsatisfactory feature of the test of this group 
was the fact that a guinea-pig and one of the 
mice receiving the mixture of virus and normal 
serum also survived. It is highly probable 
that these results were dependent on a 
diminished potency of the virus suspension 
through the use of saline solution instead of 
broth. Samples 8 and 10 were, therefore, re- 
tested using a broth suspension of the virus 
with the results shown in Table 3. 


Tasce III. 
Results. 
Date. No. of Sample. 
Guinea-pigs. | Mice. 
Days. Days. 
11/1/35 4 “a +2 
+ 3 + 2 
+ 3 
8 + 2 + 2 
+ 3 + 2 
+- 3 
10 + 2 | + 2 
+ 3 . 2 
4 
Positive serum 
Negative serum + 2 + 2 
+ 3 4- 2 
lL. = lived. 
death. 


No evidence of neutralising antibodies was 
obtained on this occasion, 


Conelusion 


Fifty samples of pig sera representing 250 
individual pig bloods collected from various 
parts of England (12 samples from Suffolk, 
19 from Cambridge, 10 from Somerset, and nine 
from Lancashire) were tested against the 
virus of Aujeszky’s disease. No evidence of 
the presence of neutralising antibodies was 
obtained. 
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Sulphanilamide* in 
Br. abortus Infection in 


Animals 


R. F. MONTGOMERIE 


WELLCOME PHYSIOLOGICAL RESEARCH LABORATORIES, 
BECKENHAM 


In a recent issue of the Lancet, Richardson! 
and Francis,2, published particulars of their 
successful use of sulphanilamide, in the treat- 
ment of human undulant fever. Francis noted 
that in his in vitro tests Br. abortus was more 
susceptible to the action of sulphanilamide than 
was Strept. pyogenes. 

This note outlines the preliminary observa- 
tions designed to determine whether sulphanila- 
mide influences Br. abortus infection in animals. 
The results obtained, though few, are so 
promising that they may be of interest to 
others engaged in the study of brucellosis. 
Obviously much further work is required. 

The strain of Br. abortus used was one, 
No. 544, which Dr. A. D. McEwen of the South- 
Eastern Agricultural College, Wye, was good 
enough to supply. It is CO, sensitive and highly 
virulent. 

Second subcultures of the original, grown on 
liver agar for 48 hours, washed off with saline 
to make a suspension of approximately one 
thousand million organisms per ¢.c., were used 
to infect the experimental animals. The 
sulphanilamide was fed as a powder to the 
guinea-pigs, and drenched, suspended in tepid 
water, to the goats. 


EXPERIMENT WITH GUINEA-PIGS 


Kight cavies weighing approximately 350 gm. 
each, were injected subcutaneously with 0°25 ¢.c. 
Br. abortus suspension and 26 days later their 
blood agglutinated Br. abortus ; one at 1: 80, two 
at 1: 320, three at 1: 640, and two at 1: 1,280. 
On the thirty-first day the eight pigs were 
divided at random into two groups. Those 
numbered one to four received 200 mgm. of 
sulphanilamide in one dose each day, while 
numbers five to eight were untreated controls. 
On the fifth and sixth day of treatment the 
guinea-pigs showed symptoms suggestive of 
sulphanilamide poisoning. Marked increase in 
respiration, a staring coat and inco-ordination 
were evident throughout the group within half- 
an-hour of dosage, but recovery was speedy. 
The daily dose of sulphanilamide was reduced 
to 100 mgm. and this dose was well tolerated. 


*Sulphanilamide is sold under various trade 
names, such as: “Sulphonamide P,” by Burroughs 
Wellcome and Co., and by British Drug Houses, 
Lid.; “ Prontosil Album” by Bayer Products, 
Ltd., ete. 
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When six daily doses of 200 mgm. and six of 
100 mgm. had been given, treatment with 
sulphanilamide was stopped. One of the con- 
trol pigs, No. 6, died on the forty-second day 
of the experiment and the carcase was 
accidentally discarded. On the fiftieth day, 
those remaining were bled and their serum 
agglutinated Br. abortus; treated group No. 1 
at 1:80, Nos, 2 and 38 at 1: 640, and No, 4 at 
1:1,280 ; control group Nos, 5, 7, and 8 at 
1: 1,280. 

On the fifty-second day all the pigs were 
killed for post-mortem examination. The 
internal organs of the treated pigs were normal 
in appearance but the spleen of each control 
was much enlarged and very soft, that of 
Nos 6 and 8 betmg quite three times the normal 
size. The spleen of each pig was separately 
ground up in 10 ¢.c. of sterile saline and after 
standing some five minutes the supernatant was 
plated. The plates from the treated pigs num- 
bers 1, 3 and 4, remained sterile, that of No. 2 
showed 192 Br. abortus colonies per c.c. The 
control pig plates showed abundant growth of 
Br. abortus; No. 5 approximately 100,000 
colonies per No, an unaccountable num- 
ber and No, 8 approximately 62,000 per c.c, 

(COMMENT.—Daily dosage with sulphanilamide 
for twelve days, the total amount given to each 
guinea-pig being 1,800 ingm., appeared to 
eliminate Br. abortus infection in three guinea- 
pigs and very materially reduce it in the fourth. 


EXPERIMENTS WITH GOATS 


Goat SY.—A blood serum agglutination test 
for Br. abortus antibodies having shown slight 
agglutination at 1:5 only, 1 «ec. of Br. abortus 
suspension was administered orally in 50° ¢.c. 
of saline. Bi-weekly tests showed a slow rise 
in agglutination titre to 1:20 at the twenty-first 
day but some fall thereafter until at the thirty- 
tifth day the agglutination at 1:20 was slight. 
On the following day six drops of Br. abortus 
suspension were instilled into the eve and 7 ¢.c. 
injected into each quarter of the udder. There- 
after the agglutination titre rose to 1:640, while 
milk whey agglutinated at 1:320, at the forty- 
fifth day. This level was maintained until the 


sevyenty-sixth day and during period 


approximately 100,000 colonies of Br. abortus 
per «ec. of milk were isolated on the four 
occasions (fifty-ninth, sixty-third, seventieth and 
seventy-sixth days) when milk samples were 
plated. On the following day dosage with 
sulphanilamide was commenced, 10 gm. being 
given on that and on each of the succeeding 
five days. The drug was well tolerated. <A 
sample of milk taken just prior to the adminis- 
tration of the third dose of sulphanilamide 
showed only one colony of Br. abortus per ¢.e. 
Br. abortus Was not isolated from samples taken 
on the two succeeding days but that taken 


prior to administration of the last dose of 
sulphanilamide showed three colonies per ¢.c. 
During this period the serum agglutination 
level rose to 1:1,280 and the whey agglutinated 
at 1:640. Br. abortus could not be isolated from 
any of the milk samples taken during the 14 
days following the completion of dosage. 

Reinfection was then attempted, 5 ¢.c. of the 
suspension of the organism being injected into 
each quarter. Daily plating of milk on succes- 
sive days thereafter gave the following counts 
of Br. abortus colonies per ¢.c.; “ too numerous 
to count,” 6,600, 3,500, 358, 240, 144, 60, 16 and 
1. Plating was continued for a further twelve 
days but on no occasion was Br. abortus isolated 
from the milk. The agglutination titre of 
serum and whey was constant at 1:640 during 
this period. 

COMMENT.—There is good evidence that the 
treatment with sulphanilamide cleared the 
udder of the Br. abortus infection, and it would 
appear that this goat thereafter resisted the 
attempt to reinfect by udder injection. 

Goat 90.—A blood serum agglutination for 
Br, abortus antibodies being negative at 1:5, 
1 cc. of Br. abortus suspension was adminis- 
tered orally in 50 ¢.c. of saline. The blood 
serum agglutination gradually rose to 1:640, 
while milk whey agglutinated at 1:10, on the 
thirty-fifth day. Six drops of Br. abortus 
suspension were then instilled into the eye. 
Fifty-nine days after the original attempt to 
infect, this goat received 15 gm. of sulphanila- 
mide as part of an observation on the absorption 
of the drug in ruminants and its excretion in 
milk. Twenty-four days later 5 c.c. of Br. 
abortus suspension was injected into each 
quarter of the udder. 

Daily plating of milk did not commence until 
the eighth day and Br. abortus could not be 
isolated on any occasion. A’ second attempt 
to infect the udder by the injection of 5 c.c. 
of suspension was made, the interval since the 
previous one being 14 days. On the following 
and successive subsequent days the number of 
Br. abortus colonies per ¢.c. of milk was 29,900, 
223, 74, 248, 483, 19, 8, 16, 6, 4 and 8, none 
on six days, 1, none, 2 and none on six days. 

(COMMENT.—There is no good evidence that 
Br. abortus infection had been established in 
this goat prior to the administration of the 
single dose of sulphanilamide nor can it be 
said that this goat was susceptible to udder 
infection. In view of the finding with Goat 89 
it may, however, be very tentatively suggested 
that the attempts to infect by mouth and by 
eye followed by sulphanilamide treatment 
resulted in resistance to udder infection. 


These experiments were planned to afford 
Br, abortus every chance to establish infection 
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thoroughly prior to treatment with massive 
doses of sulphanilamide in the hope that they 
would give some indication as to whether this 
line of investigation was worthy of extended 
observation. The conclusion to be drawn from 
them is that the value of sulphanilamide in the 
treatment of Br. abortus infection of animals 
merits further investigation. There is a sugges- 
tion that a “resistant state’’ may follow 
treatment such as that described. 
References 
(RicHaArpson, L. A. (1938.) Lancel, 1. 495. 
2Francis, A. E. (1938.) Lancet. 1. 496. 


MR. MORGAN’S WORK IN VENEZUELA 

The Welsh Gazelle, of March 10th, quotes a 
high tribute paid by Critica, one of the leading 
Venezuelan newspapers, to Mr. Edward Morgan, 
F.R.C.V.S., Who is veterinary” officer 
under the Government of Venezuela. 

“At a time like this,” states Critica, “ when 
the reorganisation in Venezuela urges the recog- 
nition of the knowledge and ability of foreign 
experts, as expressed by the National Govern- 
ment, we think it opportune to refer to the great 
work which has been carried on in our country 
during nearly a quarter of a century by Mr. 
Edward Morgan. Since the year 1914, Mr. 
Morgan has resided with us. In that year he 
‘ame to our country at the request of the Govern- 
ment with the necessary qualifications and at 
the recommendation of the University of Liver- 
pool, as a veterinary expert. His knowledge 
was invaluable to the Frozen Meat Works of 
Puerto Cabello, whose products were accepted in 
foreign markets without any complaint whatever 
from the sanitary authorities in those markets. 
It should be for Mr. Morgan a personal satisfac- 
tion that he set an example by constructing the 
first bath for cattle in Venezuela—as has 
since been proved, these baths are indispensable 
for the successful breeding of stock. 

“When Mr. Morgan arrived in Venezuela it 
was not found practicable to import pure-bred 
‘attle owing to the prevalence in our country 
of Piraplasmosis and Anaplasmosis, but after a 
few years’ investigations and experiments he 
ras able to prove the possibility of breeding 
fine stock even on the pampas, where he person- 
ally maintained several pure bred bulls in perfect 
health. We are also glad to mention that all 
the time he has been in our country he has 
always attended animals of individuals when 
requested without receiving any payment for his 
services or medicines. 

“Tt will be of great interest for the country 
if Mr. Morgan realises his aim to publish a 
book on his veterinary studies in Venezuela. 
Such work would enrich the Venezuelan 
Library in a branch which we _ have little 
developed. We have thought it only just as 
Venezuelans, to pay this tribute to Mr. Morgan 
and to express our united appreciation of the 
fine services he has rendered to the country.” 


The Poultry Committee of the National 
Farmers’ Union are to recommend the accept- 
ance in principle of the Government proposals 
for the establishment of a permanent Poultry 
Commission to carry out the stock improvement 
scheme and a marketing programme’ which 
would involve the control of certain distributive 
functions, 
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CLINICAL COMMUNICATIONS 


Suspected Aujeszky’s 
Disease (“‘Mad Itch,”’ 
“Pseudo-Rabies’’) in Cattle 


F. W. HART, 
ENNISKILLEN, FERMANAGH, IRELAND 


I was particularly interested in the cases of 
suspected Aujeszky’s disease or “mad itch” 
in cattle reported by Messrs. F. T. Harvey and 
J. Reid in the issue of the Veterinary Record 
for the 26th February, 

I have had experience of what I believe may 
have been four outbreaks of this disease, and for 
purposes of classification and reference I pro- 
pose to deal with each in the order of its 
occurrence as A, B, C, and D. 

A was in January, 1912 
from Enniskillen ; 

B was in September, 1914—10 miles distant 
from Enniskillen ; 

( was in September, 1921—11 miles distant 
from Enniskillen ; 

I) was in March, 1934—4 miles distant 
from Enniskillen ; 

It will be seen from the foregoing that the 
outbreaks occurred within a radius of 25 miles 
but there is no suggestion that the geographical 
situation had any bearing or influence on the 
disease. 

There appeared to be no connection what- 
ever between outbreaks A, B, and I. The 
owner of the affected animals, in the cases B 
and (, was the same, although a period of 
seven years elapsed between the two outbreaks, 
All the cases were in milch cows, and there 
was no evidence of any disease amongst other 
stock in any of the areas where the outbreaks 
occurred. The outbreaks were sporadic, and 
two cows only were affected in both A and B 
respectively. In A both animals were housed 
in different sheds on the same farm. In C and 
I only one animal was affected in each case. 
No other cases occurred amongst the in-contacts 
although in each case the affected animals were 
only a proportion of the stock. 

The clinical symptoms observed in every case 
were identical to those described by Harvey 
and Reid, and once seen they would never be 
forgotten, viz. :—Increased temperature up to 
105° F., acute pruritus, and the whole picture 
was distressing in that the animals were never 
at ease. They were up and down, rubbing the 
tail parts almost continuously against walls, 
posts, ete., and would often when getting up 
remain rubbing the rump along the ground, 
lifting the hind legs, licking the skin inside 
the thighs and on the legs,-ete. All the irritated 
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HAMILTON KIRK: OSTEO-SARCOMA 


| Radiograph by H. Kirk. 
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parts were swollen, hairless, congested, and 
exuding a bloody serum. The irritation seemed 
to be worse in the posterior parts of the body. 
The animals were sweating profusely and grind- 
ing the teeth, and death occurred the following 
day from extreme exhaustion except in the case 
of one cow in B outbreak. 

Post-mortem examinations were held = and 
samples of blood and tissues were examined 
bacteriologically with negative results. 

In the case of outbreak A the cows were re- 
ceiving a proportion of rye meal in the ration, 
and I wondered at the time if ergot or some 
fungoid group could have been responsible for 
the symptoms described. I could not find any 
analogy between the symptoms and those pro- 


-duced by any vegetable or mineral poison with 


which I am familiar. I consulted some of my 
senior colleagues, but we were unable to arrive 
at a satisfactory conclusion as to the probable 
cause of this disease. 


PARTICULARS RELATING TO EACH OUTBREAK 


A. I was ealled to this farm at five o’clock 
on a Friday morning in January, 1912, and I 
found both cows affected, but in different sheds, 
Death took place the following day and the 
carcases were buried on Sunday. 

B. The first cow affected on this farm was 
in September, 1914. The animal was not seen 
by me, but was slaughtered for human con- 
sumption by the owner, the day following the 
onset of symptoms, as it was in good condition. 
The second cow showed similar symptoms four 
days after the first one was slaughtered, and 
my services were then requisitioned. I found 
this cow showing definite symptoms (v. supra), 
and gathered that the first had been similarly 
affected. This animal, although it was in a 
paralysed condition and unable to rise two 
days after the onset of symptoms, lived for ten 
days, but was finally destroyed. 

The meat from the first cow in this outbreak 
had been eaten by the household and some 
neighbours, but without any ill effects, Need- 
less to say I immediately ordered the carcase 
to be buried. 

The cow affected in this outbreak  be- 
longed to the same owner as B, and was brought 
into Enniskillen Fair on the 10th September, 
1921, having walked ten miles. After being 
sold on the morning of that day it was put into 
a yard prior to removal by rail to the new 
owner’s premises 11 miles distant. While in 
the yard, symptoms of labour developed, and I 
delivered her of a healthy full-time calf, The 
cow was removed by rail on the same evening 
along with a number of others. On the morn- 
ing of September 12th I received an urgent 
message that the animal in question was very 
ill. Mr, W. G. Emerson, M.R.C.V.S., who was 
assisting me at the time, visited the premises 
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of the new owner, and on his return reported 
the peculiar symptoms shown by the animal. 
I saw her the same evening when all the symp- 
toms typical of the disease were in evidence, 
Death occurred the following day. 

I. IT was called to this animal on Sunday 
morning, March 25th, 1934, but as I was out on 
another case, Mr. A. FE. Edwards, M.R.C.V.S., 
visited the affected cow, and on his return re- 
ported the symptoms shown by the animal. I 
examined the cow myself the same evening and 
again found all the typical symptoms of the 
disease, Death occurred the following day. 


Osteo-Sarcoma 
HAMILTON KIRK, M.R.c.v.s. 


A five-year-old golden retriever was visited 
for diagnosis of lameness in a hind leg, the 
owner stating that she had consulted a prac- 
titioner (qualification unknown) about a month 
previously, but was dissatisfied with the pro- 
gress of the case and wanted a second opinion. 
It was not until I was already on the premises 
that I knew that anybedy else had seen the 
dog. The other practitioner’s name was not 
revealed, but his diagnosis had been rheumatism. 

Upon examination I found the off hock 
exceedingly enlarged, very hot, and fluctuating 
on its median surface. The rest of the swelling 
was of bony hardness and extended up the lower 
third of the tibial shaft. The owner thought there 
might be a fracture or a dislocation, both of 
which I negatived at once. I gave a diagnosis 
of osteo-sarcoma and intimated that the case 
Was inoperable and hopeless; but that amputa- 
tion could be performed if desired. The owner 
was disinclined to believe this dreaded verdict, 
whereupon I said it could be proved by radio- 
graphic examination. She had been previously 
advised that X-rays would be of no value in 
the case. After three ‘days’ cogitation the 
owner had come to believe that radiography 
would settle all doubt; as it certainly did. The 
accompanying radiograph clearly shows osteo- 
sarcoma, 

It is interesting to note that only six weeks 
had elapsed from the time when the dog first 
showed signs of pain in the leg, to the day when 
I was called to examine it. In those six weeks 
the size of the hock easily had been doubled in 
all its dimensions; the leg could not be put to 
the ground, and growth was proceeding apace. 

Different varieties of neoplasm vary con- 
siderably in their malignancy and rate of 
growth, the most rapidly-growing of all being 
the large round-celled and melanotic forms of 
sarcoma. The slowest is fibro-sarcoma. 


(Concluded at foot of col, 1, page 384.) 
Cc 
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ABSTRACTS 


| 1.—The Size of the Virus of Aujeszky’s Disease 
(“ Pseudo-rabies,” “ Infectious Bulbar Paraly- 
sis,” “ Mad Itech”) by Ultrafiltration Analysis. 
W. J., and I. A. (1936.) 
J]. Hyg. Camb. 36. 536. 
II.—The Size of the Virus of Rabies 
(“ Fixed ” Strain) by Ultrafiltration Analysis. 
GaALLoway, I. A., and ELrorp, W. J. (1936.) 
J]. Hyg. Camb. 36. 5382.) 


I.—Aujeszky, in 1902, in a paper entitled 
“Uber eine Infektionskrankheit bei 
Haustieren ” gave a description of his investiga- 
tions into the disease since designated also 
pseudo-rabies “ infectious bulbar paralysis,” 
or in America “ mad itch.” His filtration experi- 
ments made with ‘“ Nordtmeyer-Berkefeld ” 
candles (see Nordtmeyer, H. (1891.) “ Uber 
Wasserfiltration durch Filter aus gebrannter 
Infusorienerde,” in Z. Hyg. Infektkr. 10. 145) 
yielded inactive filtrates. Workers since then 
have reported conflicting results on the filter- 
ability of the virus or infective agent, some 
finding that the virus would not pass through 
the ordinary types of Berkefeld V, N, and W 
and Chamberland L 3 filter candles, while others 
have succeeded in obtaining virulent bacteria- 
free filtrates, e.g., Schmiedhoffer (1910), 
Sangiorgi (1914), and Shope (1931). The 
unsuccessful filtration recorded was probably 
due to early blocking of the candle by tissue 
particles. In the present experiments broth 
suspensions of brain or lung tissue from rab- 
bits in advanced stages of the disease have been 
analysed by fractional ultrafiltration through 
graded collodion membranes with a view to 
estimating the size of the virus particles. 

Two strains of virus have been employed. 
The A.P. strain was received from the late 
Professor Aujeszky, Budapest, Hungary, in 
1930, and the M.I. or “ mad itch” strain was 
received from Dr. Shope, Princeton, America, 
in 1982. Both strains were passaged frequéntly 
in young Dutch or Himalayan rabbits and no 
essential difference was detected between the 
two strains. Most experiments were made with 
infective brains from intracerebrally inoculated 
rabbits but in two experiments, lung tissue taken 


Among the carcinomata, the softer or encepha- 
loid varieties are more rapid and malignant 
than the harder or scirrhous types. 

It is usual to associate all malignant growths 
with emaciation. In this case there was no 
sign of it; but perhaps six weeks is hardly an 
adequate space of time for its appearance. Yet 
I believe that had a rapidly-growing sarcoma 
been located in the thoracic or abdominal 
cavity, emaciation would have been pronounced. 


from rabbits which had developed intense 
haemorrhagic lesions after subcutaneous 
inoculation of virus was used. Virus was found 
to be present in high concentration in lungs 
showing these lesions and in the brains of the 
intracerebrally inoculated rabbits. Bacteria- 
free stock filtrates of virus were first prepared, 
employing suitable collodion membranes (aver- 
age pore diameter 0°5 to O'8u). The stock 
filtrates which were of high potency were then 
subjected to analysis with membranes. of 
progressively lower porosities. 

The virus of Aujeszky’s disease has been 
found to have a particle size of 100 to 150mn. 
The results with both strains of virus employed 
were identical. 

II1.—The authors assign a value 100 to 150mu 
for the particle diameter of the virus of rabies 
(a preliminary report of this result appeared 
in 1934). The strain of “ fixed” rabies virus 
employed was that of the Pasteur Institute, 
Paris. Reference is also made to the recent 
work of Yaoi, Kanazawa and Sato, who, using 
similar graded collodion membranes (gradacol), 
and the same general technique as employed 
by the authors, have studied another strain 
of “fixed” rabies virus “ Fukuoka” and have 
arrived at a similar size value for the particle 
diameter of the virus. 


[On the Chief Causes of Death in Animals Kept 
in Zoological Gardens. (Trans. title.) 
DoBBERSTEIN (1936.) (Med. Klin. 32. 311 
[1936]) Deuts. tierdrstl. Wschr. 44. 14. 268. ] 


Death from old age is seldom seen, except 
in lions. 

Dobberstein distinguishes between diseases 
that occur in the wild state and in captivity 
alike, and those which have their origin in 
captivity. 

Confinement and exhibition are harmful in 
many ways to the health of wild animals. For 
example, animals of different climates are 
cramped into small spaces; there is constant 
unrest due to the presence of spectators; the 
characters of the food are frequently altered; 
there is a lack of free exercise. In connection 
with these factors, nutritional disturbances and 
non-specific gastro-enteritis are the diseases 
most frequently seen. Often one has not enough 
experience in the matter of their nutrition, and 
they perish from an acute catarrhal enteritis, 
often associated with a toxic liver dystrophy. 

Far greater, however, are the losses which 
can be traced back to the additional feeding 
by spectators. Animals in captivity will eat, 
from boredom, much more than they require, 
if given the opportunity. Unfortunately, food 
considered unfit for human consumption is often 
thought good enough for animals, with harmful 
results. 


Animals that are public favourites suffer 
chiefly from wrong feeding: small ruminants, 
monkeys, and bears. In 10 out of 38 monkeys 
a non-specific gastro-enteritis was present. 

Injuries due to the small size of the cages 
also play a part in the causes of death. 
RESULTS OF EXAMINATIONS FROM 1928 To 1935 

(INCLUDING 555 Post-MoRTEMs). 


Disease. Birds. Mammals. 
Epidemics .. | 32 per cent. 17 per cent. 
Psittacosis ... | Rare 
Anthrax and _ Rare, since cessation of 

glanders ed | feeding of cadaver 
flesh. 

‘Tuberculosis 11 cases 16 cases, and 13 per 
cent. of monkeys 
showed post-mortem 

lesions. 
Paratyphus Greater losses than 
tuberculosis in 
monkeys and rodents. 

Distemper _ Considerable number 


of losses in dog- and 
_ fox-like animals. 
_ Frequent cause of death 
in young animals. 
Diseases of blood- Cases of fowl | Cases seen in a giraffe, 
forming organs __ leukaemia a hyaena and a cat. 
Nervous diseases _ Infrequent. Few cases 
antelope, one in a 
sea-elephant, one in 
an ape. 


Parasitic diseases 


Dobberstein states that his list is not com- 
plete, as there are many rarer diseases which 
it does not include. 

M. L. 
| Roaring in Horses. WESTER (1937.) Arch. wiss. 

prakt. Tierhlk. 71. 5, 391-411.] 

In some cases of chronic paralysis of the 
vocal chords, the right N. recurrens is also 
affected. Very occasionally the right only is 
paralysed. Paralysis usually sets in gradually. 

In examinations of more than 250 “ roarers,” 
different degrees of the condition were found 
and only 20 per cent. of cases consisted of 
total left-sided paralysis. 

The fact that horses usually “roar” after 
energetic movements is attributed by the author 
to the fact that at first the muscles which 
widen the larynx on the right side are sufficient 
compensation, but later they grow tired, and 
are perhaps also damaged. 

The author finds that inflammation of the 
throat, with swelling of the submaxillary, and 
(chiefly) retropharyngeal lymphatics is the 
essential cause. Infections pleuro-pneumonia is 
another cause, either through lymphatic gland 
swellings or through the affinity of the virus 
for nerve tissue. 

Lead poisoning, cutting of the N. recurrens 
through operation or trauma, and Lathyrus 
poisoning are cited as other causes. 

Concerning therapy, only time and nature can 
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affect the nerve degeneration. Williams’ opera- 
tion is mentioned. 

Examination requires care. A horse in 
harness, under a rider, or backing can breathe 
heavily, while in long reins it gives no sound. 

When the head is held high and pulled in, 
the larynx may be pressed and unable to move 
freely. 

The author states that in 85 per cent. of his 
cases laryngeal paralysis is the cause of noisy 
breathing, 12 per cent. bridling, and 3 per cent. 
other causes. Hereditary cases are unusual. 
“ False roaring’? may be caused by thickening 
of the laryngeal cartilages, a small larynx, 
tracheal stenosis, swelling of the mucous mem- 
brane, pharyngeal tumours, cysts on the epiglot- 
tis, or narrowing of the nostrils. 

M. L. 


|The Vulva and the Vulvo-Vaginal Orifice and 
its Relation to Genital Health of the 

Thoroughbred Mare. Castick, E. A. (1937.) 

Cornell Vet. 2%. 2. 178-187.] 

The author states that in the mare the chief 
factor leading to the entrance of pathogenic 
bacteria into the genital tract is the habit 
known as “ wind-sucking,” which he describes 
as the constant or occasional dilation of the 
vagina and sometimes the uterus by the aspira- 
tion of air and foreign material into these 
organs. The condition is associated with a 
failure of the vulvo-vaginal sphincter to con- 
strict normally, and usually follows injuries 
to the upper part of the vulva and rectum, 
abortion or dystokia. The habit may arise for 
no apparent reason, but certain conformations 
in the vulval region appear to predispose to 
it, particularly the over-perpendicular and the 
partial horizontal types of vulvae, or where the 
rectum appears to be set too far forward, Apart 
from the actual noise produced by the aspira- 
tion or expulsion of air from the vagina, the 
condition should be suspected from a relaxed 
appearance of the vulva, It is stated that a 
small amount of foamy exudate in the vagina 
or a purulent discharge developing about five 
days after coitus is almost pathognomonic of 
wind-sucking. 

The author claims success in controlling wind- 
sucking by suturing or clamping together the lips 
and wall of the vulva at the upper commissure 
for a distance of half-an-inch below the level of 
the floor of the pelvic girdle. 

[The statement that wind-sucking is the chief 
factor leading to infection of the genital tract 
will be questioned by most veterinary surgeons 
in thoroughbred practice in Great Britain. There 
is ample evidence to indicate that infection, 
particularly with streptococci, usually arises 
as a result of unskilled handling at parturition, 
or is associated with bad breeding hygiene. | 

N. J. &. 
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| Studies on the Mineral Requirements of Cattle 
in North-East India. CARBERRY, M., 
CHATTERJEE, I., and TALAPATRA, 8S. K. Ind. J. 
Vet. Sci. and Anim. Husb. %. (3.) 155-204.) 


Fairly comprehensive metabolism experiments 
were carried out on cattie in order to ascertain 
the mineral requirements and also whether the 
local foodstuffs were able to satisfy these 
requirements. The chief foodstuff used was 
rice straw, which forms the main roughage in 
North-East India and which was found in the 
course of the experiments to supply the chief 
source of lime, potash and magnesium, as well 
aus soda and chlorine. The phosphate of the 
diets was supplied by the concentrates. The 
minimum mineral requirements based upon a 
live-weight of 500 lb. were found to be 24g.CaO, 
10g.P.0;, 15g.Mg.0, 70g.K,0, 17g.Na.0, and 
20g.Cl,. This is a very large lime requirement 
but the authors suggest it is due to the exces- 
sively high potash ingestion. Interesting 
findings from the experiments included—that 
although the ingestion of K,O0 was quite high 
no positive balance was obtained until the 
ingestion was about 60 to 70g. per 500 Ib. live 
weight; that a deficiency of MgO affected 
materially the soda balance, and that the chief 
limiting factor as regards growth on a diet 
composed largely of rice straw was a phosphate 
deficiency. 

J. &. 


PIGS AND POULTRY ON ATTESTED FARMS 


Commenting on recent correspondence in the 
agricultural Press indicating that the view is 
held in some quarters that pigs and poultry 
cannot be kept on the same premises as an 
Attested Herd, if the latter is to remain free 
from tuberculosis, the Ministry of Agriculture, 
in a recent announcement, say: “ The Ministry 
is unable to support such a contention as it 
is obvious that healthy pigs and poultry cannot 
be a danger to cattle. There is no rule under 
the Scheme which prohibits the keeping of pigs 
or poultry, and, in fact, a large number of 
owners on the Roll of Attested Herds keep Such 
stock and their herds continue to remain free 
from reactors, 

“A word of caution is, however, desirable. 
Swine are susceptible to bovine tuberculosis 
and to the avian type of disease: cattle infected 
with the avian type will react to tuberculin. 
If, therefore, there is any doubt as to the freedom 
from tuberculosis of swine or poultry, they 
should be kept separate from the cattle. It may 
be added, however, that tuberculosis seldom 
occurs among chickens up to four months of 
age and that ducks and geese are rarely found 
to be affected with the disease.” 


The United Provinces Budget estimates make 
provision for a £30,000 cattle welfare scheme, 
which will include the establishment of 100 
small veterinary hospitals and the free services 
of 1,600 bulls. 


REVIEW 


|Microbiology in the Preservation of Animal 

Tissues. By R. B. Haines. Special Report 

No. 45, Food Investigation Board. Published 

by His Majesty’s Stationery Office, London. 

Price 2s.] 

This report continues the much appreciated 
practice of publishing comparatively short 
reviews on subjects of interest to the Food 
Investigation Board and of coupling these 
reviews with short accounts of recent work. 
In this way the directions in which progress 
is to be expected are indicated to traders and 
others interested in the problems described. 
The subject is introduced with a short refer- 
ence to the modes of access of bacteria to 
living tissues and the defence mechanisms avail- 
able to the tissues. The microbiology of dead 
tissues is treated at greater length, much useful 
information being given on the physiology and 
biochemistry of both the micro-organisms and 
the tissues of the host. Many results of interest 
obtained by workers in diverse fields are 
brought together and knit into a_ whole 
directly applicable to the subject of the report. 

The report consists of three main parts. Of 
these, parts 1 and 2 are very good, yet might 
have been improved, in the opinion of the 
reviewer, if sections could have been added 
dealing individually and at greater length with 
the microbiology of the different food products 
derived from animal tissues. Part 3 is con- 
cerned with the control of infection and growth, 
and is perhaps the least happy. Certain 
theoretical considerations which are given with 
reference to sterilisation, in view of their 
indecisive nature, are rather out of place in 
this short review, while more detailed descrip- 
tions of practical methods employed in attempts 
to control infection in animal products would 
have been welcome to the type of reader that 
this volume is expected to interest. There can 
be no doubt, however, that the report is well 
worth its purchase price and can be recom- 
mended to those concerned with veterinary 
public health work, while much of the informa- 
tion described would prove of interest to 
veterinarians engaged in other work. 


The main object of the directors in prohibiting 
the exhibition of coloured sheep at the show is 
to discourage the growing practice of colouring 
lambs for the autumn sales. Enormous losses 
are incurred each year through damage done by 
colouring.—Statement by the Highland Agricul- 
tural Society. 
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The Results of True 


Consultation 


N our last issue of 1937 we were constrained 

to suggest that the date for the initiation of 
the schemes of Part IV. of the Agriculture Act 
might have to be postponed beyond April 1st, 
1938. At that time it appeared that all the 
efforts of the Association’s representatives and 
Council to find a basis for agreement with the 
Ministry were doomed to failure. The Council 
of the Association had formulated four points, 
the granting of which it considered essential 
before further discussions could be resumed, 
and the Minister of Agriculture had appeared 
to reject these. The New Year certainly 
opened in a tense atmosphere, but fortunately 
frank discussions, at his suggestion, between 
the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and representatives of the Associa- 
tion, cleared the way for the re-opening of con- 
sultation upon bases acceptable to both the 
Ministry and the Association. 


The four cardinal points were not forgotten 
by the Consultative Committee, however, and 
free discussion on these preceded consultation 
on other matters appertaining to the arrange- 
ments to be made under Part IV. of the Agri- 
culture Act. The report of the proceedings of 
the Special Council Meeting recently held makes 
it clear that the Ministry has, in large measure, 
conceded the demands of the Association, The 
first demand for the permanent inclusion of 
the veterinary practitioners is assured as far 
as is possible by a Ministry working under the 
Parliamentary system of government, and so 
long as the practitioner maintains a high stan- 
dard of efficiency. The second demand for the 
freedom of choice of the practitioner by the 
stockowner has been met in so far as it concerns 
that portion of the work which was uppermost 
in the minds of the profession, namely, the 
disease eradication work. This work is to be 
done by a separate panel from that devoted to 
the control of scheduled diseases, and farmers 
will generally be visited for such purposes by 
their own practitioners. The third demand of 
the Association was really a _ request for 
equality of opportunity for the veterinary 
officers of the counties and the municipalities. 


The Ministry agreed to this request by allowing 
both groups of officers to apply equally for 
posts in the new service, and from the announce- 
ment of appointments made it is seen that 
several municipal officers have received appoint- 
ments in the new service. The demand for 
the creation of an arbitration board was 
met by an agreement giving the powers 
desired for this board to a committee of 
the Association, with the proviso that the 
final decision in cases of disagreement between 
the officials of the Ministry and the committee 
must be made by the Minister himself. 


We are glad to say that the spirit which . 
enabled these agreements on the four cardinal 
points to be made has continued, and practi- 
cally all the initial arrangements necessary to 
the launching of the Government schemes on 
April Ist next have been amicably decided in 
consultation with the Association. Many of 
these arrangements have already been divulged 
to our readers, and they, we hope, share our 
view that since consultation between the 
Ministry and the Association became real, much 
progress has been achieved. After the many 
hard things which we had occasion to say in 
this journal, during the period of deep mis- 
understanding between the Ministry and the 
Association at the turn of the year, we gladly 
record our appreciation of the way in which the 
points of view expressed by the Consultative 
Committee have been considered and in large 
measure conceded by the representatives of the 
Ministry since consultation was reopened. We 
sincerely hope the schemes will continue to 
develop in the same spirit and that success will 
result from the joint efforts of whole-time and 
part-time veterinary officers. 


TESTED CATTLE AT SHOWS 


At the annual meeting of the Show Secretaries’ 
Association it was reported that the Ministries 
of Health and Agriculture had admitted that the 
existing arrangements for the exhibition of 
tuberculin tested and attested cattle at agricul- 
tural shows had_ proved _ entirely 
unsatisfactory. The Association have asked the 
Ministries to issue certificates for individual 
animals so that show organisers can be satisfied 
that the cattle entered for exhibition are entitled 
to stand in the segregated accommodation 
specially provided for cattle from these herds. 

Cases have been reported where exhibits sup- 
posed to come from tested herds have been 
given special accommodation when they were 
not in fact entitled to it. As a rule, this is not 
done intentionally, but it is a serious matter 
because if it were allowed to go on, it would 
defeat the whole object of the arrangments 
required by the Ministries—Farmers’ Weekly. 


| 
| 
| 
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NATIONAL VETERINARY MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION OF GREAT BRITAIN 
AND IRELAND 


SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL 
Part IV of the Agriculture Act 


A special meeting of Council of the Associa- 
tion was held, with the President (Captain 
Donald Campbell) in the Chair, at 36, Gordon 
Square, London, W.C.1, on the afternoon of 
Wednesday, March 2nd, 1938, the business 
before the meeting being to receive a report 
from the Special Consultative Committee, 
N.V.M.A., on the discussions which had taken 
place with representatives of the Ministry of 
Agriculture since the Council meeting on 
January 4th, regarding the arrangements for 
giving effect to Part IV of the Agriculture Act, 
1937. 

There were present: Messrs. 8S. G. Abbott and 
ID. J. Anthony, Captain J. R. Barker, Messrs. 
H. W. Steele-Bodger, H. E. Bywater, T. A. R. 
Chipperfield, E. Clark, P. Crosfield, H. W. Dawes, 
J. B. Dier and H. Seott Dunn, Captain O. VY. 
Gunning, Major R. C. G. Haneock, Dr. Tom 
Hare, Mr. J. R. Hewer, Sir F. Hobday, Major 
H. Kirk, Messrs. R. C. Locke and J. W. 
MeIntosh, Major R. H. H. Over, Messrs. J. W. 
Pritchard, J. Small and H,. P. Standley (sen.), 
Major H. Sumner, Mr. T. Wilkinson and Dr. 
W. R. Wooldridge, together with Mr. F. O. 
Langley (Solicitor) and Mr. Knight 
(Secretary). 

The Presipent informed the Council that the 
minutes of the special meeting held on December 
23rd, 1937, had been published in the Associa- 
tion’s journal. Was it their wish that they 
should be confirmed and signed as correct? 

Mr. McInrosu having moved accordingly, 

Dr. Woo.tprinGcE said that he would like to 
raise a point on the minutes as to the advisa- 
bility of accepting them as they were published 
in the Veterinary Record as a full and accurate 
account of the proceedings of Council, because, 
as they all knew, the published record was, on 
occasion, fairly heavily edited prior to publica- 
tion. He desired to ask if a fuller record was 
made in the minute book? 

The PreEsIpENtT replied that the state of 
affairs outlined by Dr. Wooldridge certainly 
applied to the particular minutes that were 
before them: he thought that the point raised 
was a very proper one for consideration at the 
next ordinary general meeting of the Council. 

The minutes were then confirmed and signed. 

Apologies for Absence.—The SecrReEtTARY read 
the following list of members of Council from 
whom apologies had been received for their 
inability to attend the meeting: Messrs. J. ©. 
Baird, Horace Bell, E. F. Beckett, A. TD. J. 
Brennan, B. A, Claxton, D, G, Davies, Major 


Messrs. P. J. Dolan, C. 
Captain J. Fox, Messrs. 
Arthur Gofton, S. V. Golledge, S. F. J. 
Hodgman, Captain H. Tudor Hughes, Major 
J. G. MeGregor, Captain W. R. MeKinna, Major 
A. B. Mattinson, Professor Wm. C. Miller, 
Captain S. J. Motton, Mr. R. Barons Nelder, 
Major D. S. Rabagliati, Captain J. R. Rider 
(Hon. Secretary), Messrs. J. N. Ritchie, G. A, 
Sangster, Captain R. Simpson, Messrs. R. H. 
Smythe, A. H. Watson, Dr. A. W. Whitehouse. 
Professor G. H. Wooldridge and Captain W. G. 
Wragg (Hon. Treasurer). 


Brennan DeVine, 
Wentworth Elam, 


Report from Special Consultative Committee 


The PRESIDENT said that they now came to 
the special business before the meeting, which 
was to receive the report from the Special 
Consultative Committee on discussions which 
had taken place with representatives of the 
Ministry of Agriculture since the Council meet- 
ing on January 4th, regarding the arrangements 
for giving effect to Part IV of the Agriculture 
Act, 1937. 

The text of this report, which was circulated 
to the members prior to the meeting, was «as 
follows :— 


CENTRALISED VETERINARY SERVICE 


Report of Special Consultative Committee to 
Council 
PROPOSED INTERVIEW WITH THE MINISTER 


The Council will have learned from_ the 
Minister’s reply published in the Veterinary 
Record, of January 22nd, that Mr. Morrison 
declined the Association’s request for an inter- 
view for the purposes of discussing the basic 
principles put before him on the instructions of 
the Emergency Meeting of the Council held on 
December 23rd and of removing difficulties which 
had arisen previous to that meeting. 

Members will recall that as regards the first 
and third of the four points, namely:— 

(1) The permanent inclusion of 
practitioners (i.e., Ms.R.C.V.S.) 
Service, 

(3) An invitation to all existing whole-time 
veterinary surgeons employed by local 
authorities to accept appointment in the 
Service, 

Mr. Morrison stated that he could add nothing 
to the statements made by himself and other 
Ministers in Parliament, by officers of the 
Ministry at discussions with the Association’s 
Consultative Committee, and in his letter of 
December 22nd. 

In so far as the second and fourth points were 
concerned, viz:— 

(2) Freedom of choice by the stock-owner 
of the practitioner to be employed, 

(4) The creation of an Arbitration Board for 
the purpose of dealing with any question 
that might arise between the Ministry 
and veterinary surgeons employed, 

these appeared to Mr. Morrison to be incom- 
patible with the exercise of full discretion by 
the Minister responsible to Parliament for the 
efficiency of the State Veterinary Service and 
he felt that no useful purpose could be served 
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by discussing proposals which would involve a 
complete departure from constitutional principles 
of such importance. 

For these reasons, and after giving careful 
consideration to the statements which had 
appeared in the Veterinary Record, Mr. Morrison 
was confirmed in his view that the interview 
desired by the Association would serve no useful 
purpose, but if the Association had opinions to 
express on the detailed proposals which were 
being formulated, there was open to it the method 
of discussion between the Consultative Com- 
mittee and representatives of the Ministry. 


INTERVIEW WITH THE PERMANENT SECRETARY 


A few days after the receipt of that letter, and 
arising out of a communication addressed to the 
Ministry by the President pressing for a compre- 
hensive statement of the Scheme as a whole, the 
Permanent Secretary invited the President and 
a few of his colleagues to see him pending 
resumption of discussions between the committee 
and representatives of the Ministry. 

At this meeting, which took place at 10, White- 
hall Place, on January 20th, the Permanent 
Secretary explained that his object in asking 
members of the Association to see him was to 
endeavour to remove certain misconceptions 
which appeared to have arisen over what was 
possible and what was not possible in consulta- 
tions between the Association and the Ministry. 

The Permanent Secretary emphasised the 
necessity for the Association regarding as confi- 
dential the contents of documents outlining the 
Ministry’s proposals and statements made_ by 
representatives of the Ministry at their meetings 
with the Association’s Committee. 

Sir Donald Fergusson also referred to the 
differences which had arisen between the 
Association and the Ministry on the conditions 
to be applied to the transfer of local authority 
veterinary officers to the Ministry, and pointed 
out that the views on salaries put forward by 
the Association in November, 1936, had been 
taken into full consideration but, as the Minister 
had stated in his first letter to the Association, 
salaries were not a matter for negotiation with 
outside bodies. 

With regard to the medical examination and 
the payment of a certification fee, these were the 
normal requirements throughout the Civil Ser- 
vice. The Ministry could not set’ those 
requirements completely aside, but what they 
could do, and were endeavouring to do, was to 
see how far they could be relaxed in the case 
of those local authority veterinary officers accept- 
ing appointments with the Ministry. 

On the Association’s request for a comprehen- 
sive statement of the Ministry’s Scheme, the 
Permanent Secretary said that while the Associa- 
tion had a perfect right to appeal to the Minister, 
such appeals held up the discussions between the 
Consultative Committee the Ministry’s 
representatives, because the latter could not 
continue the consultations until the Minister had 
given his decision on matters raised by the 
Association. It might well be that because of 
such appeals to the Minister the Ministry might 
have to proceed with matters which they would 
have liked to discuss with the Association in 
advance, 

There were several proposals of importance 
they were now ready to discuss with the Associa- 
tion: proposals which were in the formative 
stage and in connection with which they desired 
to take into account the views of the N.V.M.A. 
before approaching the Treasury, but it would be 


impossible for the Ministry to do that unless the 
Ministry’s proposals and what was said at these 
discussions was treated as confidential. 

The Association’s representatives agreed to the 
discussions being resumed on those conditions, 
on being assured that details of the Ministry’s 
Scheme would be placed before the committee 
in the formative stage, and that decisions should 
only be taken after the Association’s views had 
been fully considered. It was also understood 
that the Association would be informed at the 
earliest possible moment when the Ministry’s 
documents, or decisions arrived at as a result of 
the discussions, could be made public, so that 
the members of the profession might receive such 
information as soon as readers of the agricul- 
tural and lay Press. The Ministry further agreed 
that this arrangement in no way precluded the 
Association from expressing its views as freely 
and forcibly as it wished, and through whatever 
medium it chose on any proposals, once they had 
been made public. 


PART-TIME OFFICERS 


Consultation was resumed at meetings between 
representatives of the Ministry and of the 
Association, on January 26th and 27th and 
February 3rd, in the course of which documents 
were discussed covering the transfer of various 
functions from local authorities to the Ministry, 
and the organisation.and duties of the State 
Veterinary Service, incorporating the employ- 
ment of part-time veterinary officers. 

These discussions eventually led to an agree- 
ment on the following lines:— 

Certain duties, such as diagnostic enquiries into 
suspected outbreaks of notifiable diseases under 
the Diseases of Animals Acts and Orders, and 
the routine inspection of dairy herds (including 
accredited herds) to be carried out, wherever 
possible, by whole-time officers. There would 
be many instances, however, where, as_ at 
present, it would be necessary to employ part- 
time officers on these duties. 

It was agreed that the veterinary inspection 
of animals and poultry in markets was work 
which could be carried out by part-time officers 
and the Ministry would advise Divisional 
Inspectors to this effect. 

Two panels of part-time officers to be formed. 

The first panel (Panel A) to be a limited panel 
for the purpose of carrying out the Seton 
concerned with notifiable diseases and those of 
market inspection. Under,this Panel a specified 
area would be allotted to each part-time officer, 
on a geographical basis, with the parish as the 
smallest unit, the areas to be fixed in consulta- 
tion with the part-time officers concerned at a 
conference to be called in due course (in respect 
of each Division) by  superintending and 
divisional inspectors. Those appointed to this 
panel would be required to visit any premises 
within the area allotted to them, whether 
occupied by their own clients or not. 

The second panel (Panel B) to be formed for 
what may be termed eradication duties. In this 
category would be included the proposed Tuber- 
culin Test Survey of self contained herds, the 
tuberculin testing of attested herds for renewal 
of certificate of attestation and also of “ tuber- 
culin tested” herds (and coincident clinical 
examination), and the taking of blood samples 
under the proposed contagious abortion scheme. 
These duties would not be allotted on a 
geographical basis but would normally be 
carried out by practitioners among their own 
clients. Practitioners on Panel A would be 
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eligible autontatically for employment on Panel 
B duties among their own clients. Under this 
system the stock-owner would be able to request 
that work arising in connection with his own 
herd, appropriate to Panel B, should normally 
be carried out by his veterinary surgeon. It 
should not be concluded that these duties would 
be performed exclusively by practitioners, but 
they would be regarded as appropriate to Panel 
B in the broad general division of work, 

Fees.—Details were placed before the com- 
mittee of the scale of fees for part-time officers 
which the Ministry proposed to submit for the 
approval of the Treasury. 

Age of Retirement.—The normal age of retire- 
ment of part-time veterinary officers of the 
Ministry is at present 70. In future the normal 
retiring age would be 65 with a proviso that the 
application of the new age limit would be 
delayed for a maximum of two years in the case 
of (i) any of the present part-time officers of the 
Ministry and of local authorities who may be 
appointed under Panel A and (ii) any practi- 
tioner selected for appointment under Panel B. 

The Ministry agreed to discuss with the 
Association any cases of hardship arising out of 
the formation of the Panels which, after satisfy- 
ing itself on the facts before it, the Association 
desire to bring to the notice of the Ministry. | 

Numerous other points necessarily arose during 
these conversations, the more important of which 
can be summarised as follows:— 


WuoLe-TIME VETERINARY OFFICERS 


County Borough and Municipal Veterinary 
Officers 

The Ministry have renewed their assurance to 
consult the Association before any definite 
decision is taken not to offer an appointment to 
any municipal or county borough veterinary 
officer. It must, however, be realised that until 
it is definitely known whether any such officers 
are to be excluded from the Service or if trans- 
ferred they are likely to suffer hardship, the 
Association is unable to intervene on_ their 
behalf, particularly in connection with super- 
intending and divisional inspectorships which, 
unlike the grade of “inspector,” are on a 
competitive basis. 

CERTIFICATION FEE 


The following concessions have now been made 
in the Certification Fee payable to the Civil 
Service Commissioners on appointment to the 


Civil Service :— 
Where the salary does not exceed 
£700, the certification fee will be 15s. 


Where the salary is £700 but does 
not exceed £850, the certification 


fee will be * 
Where the salary exceeds £1,000, 
the certification fee will be £1 10s. 


MEDICAL EXAMINATION 
All appointees as Superintending Inspectors 
have been accepted without medical examina- 
tion, and the Ministry hoped that things will 
continue to work out in this way in connection 
with the transfer of the remainder of local 
authority veterinary officers. 
LABORATORY SERVICES 
The Minister’s intentions in the matter of 
laboratory services have been explained to the 
committee. It is proposed to discuss this ques- 
tion more fully with the Ministry after enquiries 
have been made of certain members of the 
Association and the veterinary colleges, 
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Proceeding, the PRESIDENT said that he must 
give them an explanation of the calling of that 
special meeting of Council. It was certainly most 
unusual for a second special meeting of Council 
to be held within such a close interval as that 
between the last meeting and that now being 
held. It had happened, however, that his 
tenure of that chair had coincided with circum. 
stances of practically unprecedented importance 
in the history of the profession, and he recog- 
nised, and the members of the Consultative 
Committee recognised, the right of the Council 
to receive at the earliest moment the fullest 
possible information of what had been taking 
place. To delay presenting that report until 
the ordinary quarterly meeting of Council in 
April would have meant that before the Council 
received the report the Agriculture Act would 
be in operation. Such delay would have 
involved the assumption that the Council had 
nothing to do but to register approval of the 
work of the committee—a very big assumption 
indeed. 

They all had copies of the report, and he 
did not intend to go over that in any detail, 
but he thought some brief summary of the facts 
of the situation as it existed at present was 
indicated. 

They would recall that following the last 
special meeting a letter was sent to the Minister 
of Agriculture on behalf of the Association, 
enumerating four points which were regarded 
as basic principles, on which must be founded 
any settlement which would be satisfactory and 
beneficial to the community as a whole. To 
refresh their memories he would read these four 
basic principles :— 


(1) The permanent inclusion of private 
practitioners (1.e., Ms.R.C.V.S.) in the 
Service. 

(2) Freedom of choice by the stock-owner 
of the practitioner to be employed. 

(3) An invitation to all existing whole-time 
veterinary surgeons employed by local 
authorities to accept appointment in 
the Service. 

(4) The creation of an Arbitration Board 
for the purpose of dealing with any 
question that might arise between the 
Ministry veterinary’ surgeons 
employed. 

He proposed now to refer briefly to those four 
basie principles :— 


(1) The Permanent Inclusion of Private Practi- 
tioners in the Service—Let it be understood 
right away that no one, either the Ministry of 
Agriculture or anyone else, in that connection, or 
any other, could give an absolute guarantee of 
the permanence of anything: what one Govern- 
ment set up, another Government might knock 
down, and no Ministry could pledge its succes- 
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sors. At the same time, as the result of the dis- 
cussions between the Association’s representa- 
tives and the Ministry, certain arrangements had 
been made in connection with that principle of 
permanence. There had been, as they knew, 
two panels of veterinary practitioners provided 
for, to be employed under the Agriculture Act. 
In relation to Panel B, the duties which were 
allotted to the members of that panel were 
generally speaking eradication duties, and in the 
first instance, tuberculin testing in particular. 
They were assured by the Ministry—and he, and 
he thought also the Consultative Committee, 
accepted the assurance—that there was ho 
intention that that employment of practitioners 
would be of a temporary nature. The scope of 
the duties was so extensive, the scheme was so 
large and far-reaching, that personally he was 
unable to see any end to the work which would 
be entailed. It was public knowledge that the 
intentions of the Ministry were to build up their 
whole-time staff to a number between 500 and 
550: there was no present intention to augment 
the whole-time staff beyond that. The expecta- 
tion of the Ministry and the expectation of the 
Consultative Committee was that even when the 
number which was aimed at was reached the 
scheme by that time would have developed to 
such an extent that there would not be less 
work for practitioners, but, in all probability, 
more. That was, to his mind, as near an 
assurance of permanence as could possibly be 
expected. 

(2) Freedom of Choice by the Stock-owner of 
the Practitioner to be Employed.—Their repre- 
sentatives fought hard for this principle. At 
the time it was put forward there was no 
suggestion of Panel B: only one panel was 
envisaged, and in those circumstances freedom 
of choice by the stock-owner involved the exten- 
sion of the panel until it would be for all 
practical purposes all-inclusive. It was, he 
thought, fair to say that the Ministry appeared 
to be willing to go a considerable way towards 
meeting the Association’s view in this matter 
without sacrificing their own principle of a 
selective panel, but a number of quite serious 
difficulties were in the way, and at that stage 


in the negotiations a position of great difficulty ~ 


and strain was reached. Then came the sugges- 
tion for the formation of a second, or outer, 
panel, Panel B. He would like to say there, 
for the sake of giving honour where it was 
due, that the original suggestion that led to the 
formation of Panel B came from their own good 
friend, Captain Barker. (Hear, hear.) The 
duties allotted to Panel B he had already men- 
tioned to them, and while there would be and 
must be exceptions, it might be taken that for 
all practical purposes Panel B would be an all- 
inclusive panel: the work falling within the 
scope of this panel would normally be allotted 
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to veterinary practitioners working among their 
own clients. 

He thought that at that stage he would like 
to read to them the very careful wording of 
the report which was before them: * Under this 
system the stock-owner would be able to request 
that work arising in connection with his own 
herd, appropriate to Panei B, should normally 
be carried out by his veterinary surgeon.” He 
Was quite satisfied that in the implementing 
of that, the principle of the freedom of choice 
would operate. It was not to be expected that 
absolute and unfettered freedom of choice 
should ever operate in anything, but it was his 
view, and he thought, again, the view of their 
committee, that the Ministry would fulfil that in 
the letter and in the spirit. 

(3) An Invitation to all Existing Whole-time 
Veterinary Surgeons Employed by Local Authori- 
ties to Accept Appointment in the Service.— 
Rightly or wrongly, the duties of meat inspec- 
tion were not included in the Agriculture Act, 
and provision had to be made to enable local 
authorities to carry out those very important 
duties. Their representatives put forward 
suggestions to the Ministry whereby whole-time 
officers might be taken over by the Ministry 
and still be made available to local authorities 
for the duties, such as meat inspection, which 
were not being transferred. It might be right, 
as the Ministry contended, that those sugges- 
tions, in practice, would prove to be cumbersome 
and unsatisfactory, but they had the assurance 
that all the applicants for appointment under 
the Ministry going before the selection boards 
would go on exactly the same footing whether 
they were from county councils or from 
municipalities, and that before any such appli- 
cant was refused service with the Ministry, 
that Association, or the Consultative Committee, 
would be taken into consultation with the 
Ministry in the matter. 

(4) The Creation of an Arbitration Board for 
the Purpose of Dealing with any Question that 
Might Arise Between the Ministry and Veterinary 
Surgeons Employed.—He thought it would be 
right to say that although the expression 
“ Arbitration Board” was used, it was not the 
intention that those words should actually be 
incorporated in any agreement reached—that 
what was aimed at was the setting up of an 
effective system of consultation between that 
Association and the Ministry in regard to the 
employment of veterinary surgeons by the 
Ministry. Here again, it had been arranged— 
and this applied both to whole-time officers and 
to practitioners—that in any case of difficulty 
arising as to employment or on exclusion from or 
removal from the panels, the Association would 
be entitled to send representatives to take up 
the case of any such person concerned with 
the Ministry, and that any representations made 
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would receive the fullest consideration. Two 
provisions were made regarding this: (1) That 
the Association or its appropriate committee 
would first of all satisfy itself as to the genuine- 
hess of any case brought forward, and (i) that 
after consultation the final decision, would still 
rest with the Ministry. He himself thought 
these were quite natural and unexceptionable 
provisions to make. 

It was not given to any individual or to any 
hody of individuals to achieve to the fullest 
degree what they set out to achieve. He went 
further than that, and said that in his opinion 
the world was best served by compromise be- 
tween different sets of ideals. So far as their 
four basic principles were concerned, he sub- 
mitted that as far as was humanly possible 
fulfilment of those ideals had been accomplished. 
It had not been accomplished without hard 
work and anxiety on the part of those who had 
had to carry through the negotiations. After 
a great change such as that, it was only to be 
expected that some disturbance would take 
place. It was his belief that that disturbance 
would be temporary and capable of being 
adjusted. He did think, however, that this 
scheme ushered in a new era for the profession, 
brighter and of greater usefulness than any 
that had gone before. (Hear, hear and 
applause. ) 

The work of the Consultative Committee was 
not yet over; there was a number of outstanding 
points still to be dealt with—not perhaps of 
such general concern as those they had heen 
dealing with, but equally important to the 
individuals concerned. They hoped, if the 
Council would continue to honour them with 
their confidence, to deal faithfully with those 
points, as, he submitted, they had dealt faith- 
fully with the others. It had been their aim 
to achieve the good of the profession as a whole; 
it was also their aim that not one of their 
members should be sacrificed, even upon the 
altar of progress. (Loud applause.) ' 

Dr. Tom Hare moved “ That the report be 
received and adopted.” 

Dr. WooLprIpGEe seconded the motion. 

The Presipent : “ The report is now open 
for discussion.” 

Dr. Tom Hare said he thought it necessary 
to recall the spirit in which they met only a 
short time ago, at Bournemouth. They cer- 
tainly met in a spirit of despair. As the 
President had rightly said, the Bournemouth 
meeting coincided with his appointment to the 
leadership of the Association. Now they 
were met, some months later, in an atmosphere 
from which a certain amount of the doubt 
and despair had been removed, and he_ per- 
sonally felt that the Council owed the President 
and his colleagues on the Consultative Com- 
mittee a deep debt of gratitude, (Hear, hear.) 


Though that was his (the speaker’s) first 
year on this Council, he was not entirely un- 
familiar with the work of various councils, 
and the experience had impressed one fact on 
his mind beyond all others—a fact that re- 
quired to be recognised by those bodies outside 
the profession which at the moment were more 
intimately concerned with the profession: the 
fact to which he referred was his observation 
of the very serious nature of the discussions 
held by the Council. It was a remarkable 
thing, to his mind, that since Bournemouth the 
deliberations of the Council had been main- 
tained at a high standard : speakers had con- 
tributed valuable experiences with a conscious- 
ness both of their individual and collective 
responsibilities. Outside people should take 
note of the fact that the Council, working in 
that serious atmosphere, had achieved a_ re- 
markable unanimity. He had felt that to some 
extent the serious nature of their deliberations 
had been prompted by the President. In fact, 
the President was developing into a statesman 
of no mean standard of excellence. The way 
in which he had opened each of their proceed- 
ings with an analysis of the work of the 
Consultative Committee had impressed him 
profoundly. He trusted, indeed, that ere long 
the President’s portrait might adorn the walls 
of the Association’s headquarters, as a_per- 
petual reminder of one to whose’ inspiring 
leadership they owed so much at this vital 
stage in the history of the profession, (Hear, 
hear.) 


In the President’s review he had followed 
him completely up to one point, and then he 
began to diverge, possibly because he was just 
a little anxious and had not the privilege of 
having the inside knowledge that the President 
himself possessed. It was on the question of 
the Arbitration Board. He was not concerned 
about the title, should the Ministry take ex- 
ception to the word “ arbitration.” He was, 
however, greatly concerned that they should 
have the machinery whereby any injustices 
could be properly investigated and—what was 
of the greatest importance—could be removed. 
Ile personally was not prepared to leave the 
Ministry as judge in its own case. He rather 
thought, from what was there in proof before 
them, that the Ministry had taken a short-sighted 
view of the functions of the Arbitration Board 
as envisaged by the Council. It was not only 
important that they should have some 
machinery to deal with any injustice arising 
during the next few months from the appoint- 
ment or otherwise of individual practitioners 
to the whole-time service, or any injustice to 
some of their colleagues in the county and 
borough services. As he saw it, it was a matter 
of fundamental importance for the distant, as 
for the immediate, future, that they should 
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have machinery for dealing promptly with any 
form of injustice that might arise subsequent 
to the implementing of the provisions of the 
Agriculture Act. For instance, it was quite 
within the bounds of possibility that, when the 
Act came into operation, certain members of 
the whole-time State Service might intrude 
upon the interests of the private practitioner 
when visiting the farms of their clients. One 
knew that that had been done in the past, and 
human nature being what it was, it was liable 
to occur in the future. If all Divisional and 
Superintending Officers were possessed of tact 
and discretion, those difficulties might readily 
be overcome by the simple process of private 
talks between the officer concerned and the 
private practitioner. But they must take 
human nature as it was : they were not likely 
to find that officers invariably were tactful, In 
such cases he was not prepared to leave the 
decision to the Ministry. He was going to 
press the Council to safeguard the interests of 
their colleagues. Particularly let him remind 
them again of the man in private practice. 
He wanted to see his interests fully safe- 
guarded, because the private practitioner was a 
man on his own, without anyone behind him 
except the Association. 


Furthermore, there was the question of ad- 
vertising by the State service, a problem of 
which they had seriously to take account, The 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons for the 
past few years had been, obviously to most of 
them, outwitted in this respect. There was 
the outstanding abuse‘of the Ministry advertis- 
ing in the public press and in the agricultural 
press ; advertising by means of lectures and 
other forms of personal consultation. For 
some time the Ministry had been advertising 
the services of its laboratories by methods 
which were denied to any qualified member 
of the veterinary profession. That was a 
matter very largely for the R.C.V.S. to attend 
to, and he was sorry they had not yet had a 
public declaration to that effect by the Royal 
College—but they, as an Association, must 
watch that matter. Some veterinary institu- 
tions were very largely financed by the 
Ministry and were now using methods of pro- 
paganda for and advertising of their services 
which again were denied to the veterinary 
surgeon acting on his own. 

The President had stated, on these questions 
that he had raised, that he and the Consultative 
Committee were quite prepared to leave the 
final decision with the Ministry. 


Captain BARKER : “T rise on a point of order, 
to say that I understood that it was agreed 
with the Consultative Committee that the final 
decision would rest with the Minister and not 
with the Ministry.” 
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The PRESIDENT : “I think I said Ministry ; 
it should have been Minister.” 

Dr, Hare said that merely shifted the onus 
from a nebulous body of bureaucrats to their 
official Parliamentary chief, and he was _ not 
very impressed by the difference. The fact of 
having a human being as judge instead of a 
bureaucratic body might be of value if the 
veterinary profession was represented in the 
House of Commons. But it had no such repre- 
sentation, 

He did feel that they should preserve some 
machinery—and he hoped it would be the 
Consultative Committee—to investigate any 
form of injustice, to bring it to the attention 
of the Ministry, and, in the event of failure 
to obtain satisfaction, to enable it to be reported 
fully to that Council, requesting the Council to 
take action. He felt that they must let the 
Ministry know clearly, without any shuffling 
on the point at all, that they had not sheathed 
the sword or lost the strength of their right 
arm, that they were just as ready to-day to 
act, that they had just as many men with 
courage to act, and that, failing the removal of 
injustice, they would act. 

The PRESIDENT observed that before the 
Council continued the discussion he would like 
to say a word or two in reference to Dr. Hare's 
remarks—incidentally, before doing so, he 
wished to thank him for his very kind refer- 
ences to himself, 

It was the expressed wish of the Ministry 
that the Consultative Committee should remain 
in being for the purpose of consulting with the 
Ministry in regard to difficulties or any points 
that might arise after the inauguration of the 
Act, and the Council could rest assured that 
the Committee would do all in its power for 
the defence of the profession or of individual 
members of the profession. (Applause. ) 

Mr. J. B. Drier, who said that he was pleased 
to hear from the President’s remarks that prob- 
ably the tuberculin testing of herds would al- 
Ways be done by the general practitioner, gave 
two instances in which he alleged that once the 
Ministry had entered the farm to conduct the 
test their oflicials had continued to do so, and 
the work had not reverted to him. It was, 
none the less, an injustice if he were deprived 
of the work through the operation of the age 
factor. 

Mr, STEELE-BODGER said that that was a point 
that he was sure, personally, would be taken 
up with the Ministry straight away, because if 
it had happened in the past it should not have 
done : certainly it should not happen now under 
the new scheme. Moreover, Mr. Dier or any 
other practitioner, irrespective of his age, could 
bring the herd up to the point of attestation. 

The PRESIDENT observed that the unfortunate 
experience of Mr. Dier in this respect was at 
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any rate an exceptional one, and he could rest 
assured that it would not happen in the future. 
The object of the agreement was to prevent the 
recurrence of such things and to ensure that 
the practitioner would have the opportunity of 
doing the official tests. 

Major Over said that he did not think that 
the President in his remarks had mentioned 
Panel A. He saw that the Ministry proposed 
altering the age limit for service on that panel 
from 70 to 65. He thought it was a great hard- 
ship to veterinary practitioners who had been 
doing the inspection work all those years that 
they should be deprived of it at 65, when they 
were perfectly capable of carrying it out. In 
his opinion the age limit should be put back to 
70 in the interests of such practitioners as these 
and without detriment to the service. 

Major Kirk stated that on the first page of 
the report, which contained the four basic prin- 
ciples, Nos. 1 and 38 said that the Minister 
could add nothing to what he had previously 
said, and Nos, 2 and 4 said that they were 
incompatible with the exercise of full discretion 
by the Minister : did that mean that with the 
exception of No. 3, the Association had not 
gained its point ? 

Dr. Woo.pripce said, was the position not 
rather this, that in that report perhaps _ in- 
sufficient emphasis had been laid on the efforts 
which the President and the Consultative Com- 
mittee had had to make to bring about that 
compromise. At the last Council meeting there 
was a position of great strain within the pro- 
fession, and particularly between the Ministry 
and the Consultative Committee of the Associa- 
tion. That position got to such an anxious 
pitch that members of that Association were 
asked to go and meet the Permanent Secretary 
of the Ministry of Agriculture, and there was a 
very frank and very heated discussion for over 
an hour, in which the position was quite honestly 
reviewed by both sides. Arising out of that, 
there was a subsequent meeting between rp- 
presentatives of the Association and the 
Permanent Secretary, in which the position 
again was frankly discussed, and as a result of 
that meeting the Consultative Committee felt 
that it should undertake continued consultation. 
But at that first meeting of renewed consulta- 
tion the President, in his opening remarks, said 
at once that he was not in a position to allow 
the Consultative Committee to consult unless 
the Association was given satisfaction on its 
four basie principles—a fact which might with 
advantage have been brought out in the report. 
A review of this action was due to the Council, 
because, as it would be remembered, the Council 
insisted at its previous meeting that the Con- 
sultative Committee should not go on deliberat- 
ing with the Ministry’s representatives unless 
those basic principles were met. Some of them 


would say that they had not been met, but 
they, as a committee, came to the conclusion 
that they were, in fact, met, as far as they 
could ever hope that they would be met. 

As regards basic principle No, 1, as the 
President had said, the Ministry could not give 
them a written assurance that permanence in 
the service would be secured to the private prac- 
titioner for all time, because their future action 
was naturally governed by Parliament and its 
decisions, but they were assured that as far as 
could be foretold, there would be a permanent 
place for the practitioner. The members of the 
Consultative Committee then raised the ques- 
tion of the numbers who would be permanent, 
and again after a frank discussion the con- 
clusion was reached that for the bulk of prac- 
titioners there would really in all probability 
be permanence, 

As regards the freedom of choice by the stock- 
owner of the practitioner to be employed, the 
Ministry could not agree that the practitioner 
should necessarily go to his own clients, especi- 
ally in work connected with scheduled diseases. 
It was for this reason in the main that two 
panels were suggested. It would be admitted 
that in Panel B, they had secured acceptance 
of the cardinal principle, to a large extent, 
for freedom of choice by the stockowner of his 
practitioner was generally assumed. They 
could not insist on its invariable practice, but 
as a general principle it was conceded for Panel 
B. That was something attained, because, in 
the beginning, the Ministry would not entertain 
the idea at all. 

In regard to the third point, the answer was 
that the Ministry would treat all existing whole- 
time veterinary officers the same whether they 
came from the municipalities or from counties. 
No invitation was issued to either group ; in- 
dividuals had to apply for appointments and. 
no discrimination, apart from competitive choice, 
was exercised in their subsequent treatment. 

The fourth point made by the Association’s 
representatives was finally agreed to in a modi- 
fied form. Instead of an outside Arbitration 
Board it was agreed that the Consultative or 
other Committee of this Association should act 
in this way, and that cases of difficulty should 
first be examined by this Committee, and then 
if necessary raised with the Ministry. In cases 
of persistent disagreement, however, the 
Minister himself would decide. 

It was surely legitimate to assume that as 
the Ministry was bound by Parliament to carry 
out certain work, the ultimate responsibility 
for the conduct of this work must be with the 
Minister. In fact, they had to admit that, in 
the event of the Ministry’s officials and them- 
selves coming to loggerheads, the final decision 
must rest with the Minister himself. It would 
still be possible, however, if the occasion ever 
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arose, to challenge a decision in Parliament 
itself. 

He thought that they would agree that the 
four cardinal points very largely had been met, 
and that the President and the Consultative 
Comittee had done right in reopening consulta- 
tion with the Ministry. 

Mr. STEELE-BoDGER said that he thought that 
Major Over should be more informed as to how 
the age limit was arrived at. The Consultative 
Committee did feel that there would be = con- 
siderable hardship amongst the older members 
of the profession if that retiring age was im- 
posed immediately, at 65, and it was suggested 
by them that it should not apply to members 
who held existing appointments either with the 
Ministry or with local authorities. The morn- 
ing after that suggestion was put to them, the 
Ministry came forward with the suggestion that 
the imposition of the age limit should be post- 
poned for two years, with the idea that two 
years Was sufficient time to enable men to make 
other arrangements, either by disposal of their 
practices, or by taking to themselves junior 
partners, who should be appointed as officers in 
their place. They felt that that was a good 
arrangement—that they could not justifiably 
quibble if everybody was given two years, He 
thought that the lifting of that ban for two 
years was quite a good concession on their 
part : some age limit had to be arrived at. 

Mr. PritcHarpd asked what would be the 
position of those men who were over 70 years 
of age. 

The PreEsipent replied that it certainly had 
been the case that the retiring age from the 
Ministry’s service was 70 : whether or not that 
rule was of universal application, he did not 
know. They had heard that afternoon, not only 
in Council, of quite a number of such cases 
which provided them with definite facts which 
they could put to the Ministry indicative of the 
effect on individuals of the age limit. In the 
past, apparently, it had been interpreted very 
freely, but the decision now was to bring the 
age limit down to 65. After subsequent dis- 
cussion a two-year arrangement was entered into 
to enable anyone approaching the age limit to 


make arrangements for the time of his retire-- 


ment, 

Mr. CHIPPERFIELD, speaking in reference to the 
Waiving of the age limit for two years, asked 
if men who were 68 or 69 years of age could 
he selected for Panel B, still giving them two 
years to make their arrangements. He would 
like to stress one point. They had reviewed the 
past that afternoon, and he thought that had 
been in many ways very satisfactory : it Nad 
been fully explained to them that afternoon, 
but they had to realise now that they had got 
to be looking ahead the whole time—there 
could not be any slackening in their efforts. The 
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position must be consolidated, and they must 
protect themselves against encroachment, be- 
cause, as the President. had pointed out, one 
Ministry could not bind succeeding Govern- 
ments, If they neglected that aspect of the 
matter, they would, in time, be very much 
where they were before. 

Captain J, R. Barker observed that he 
thought they might offer to those people who 
were in any doubt as to the incidence of the 
age limit, the assurance that they would take 
up the point right away with Mr, Vandepeer. 
He was under the impression that all existing 
local authority part-time officers would be given 
two years to make their arrangements after the 
coming into force of the Act. If the minds of 
older people, approaching or over 70, were exer- 
cised, he thought that point should be taken up 
with the Ministry without delay. 

Proceeding, Captain Barker said that, as a 
member of the Consultative Committee, might 
he offer to the President their congratulations 
on his having brought the scheme to such a 
point that every member of the profession could 
go forward with hope and courage to work it. 
(Hear, hear) : he thought it was really a won- 
derful scheme, 

The PRESIDENT, speaking in regard to what 
Captain Barker had said concerning the age 
limit, informed the Council that just before that 
meeting he had an interview with a member of 
the profession who had now just turned 70, 
That member was perfectly willing to partici- 
pate in the scheme, if he was given just suffi- 
cient time to arrange to take in a partner, but 
unless some latitude was allowed by the 
Ministry, there would not be time for this 
member to do this before April 1st. He (the 
President) had promised to bring his case be- 
fore the Ministry and ask for a certain 
liberality of treatment. It was his intention, 
Imnoreover—and he was quite sure that the other 
members of the Consultative Committee would 
concur—that the other qises of which they had 
heard that day, and which they might take as 
representative of cases which had not come be- 
fore them, should go before the Ministry at the 
Sume time. 

Dr. Tom Hare said that supposing an elderly 
practitioner did get a partner he must have the 
assurance that that junior partner was going 
to be put on the panel, 

Captain BARKER, in reply, said, let them take 
it that the elderly gentleman took a partner : 
the partner could apply right away to be placed 
on Panels A and B ; if he was turned down the 
Inatter would come within the definition of one 
of those cases for negotiation with the Ministry 
by the Association. 

Mr. Dawes thought it would be avery 
gracious act on the part of that Council if they 
were to send a special message of appreciation, 


: 

= 


396 No. 13. Vor, 50. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


March 26th, 1938. 


or a vote of thanks, to the Editorial Committee. 
The Editorial Committee had put in a lot of 
work since the negotiations between the Con- 
sultative Committee and the Ministry of Agri- 
culture had been taking place, and he ventured 
to suggest that the goodwill of the Editorial 
Committee had helped considerably in their 
difficulties, The attitude of that Committee in 
accommodating themselves to the exigencies of 
the situation had helped, he believed, in the 
smoothing out of what had been rather a thorny 
path. 

The PRESIDENT said that he thought the deep 
measure of appreciation felt for the part played 
by the Editorial Committee in this connection 
could be taken for granted. (Hear, hear.) 

Proceeding, the President said : “ I put it to 
you that the report of the Consultative Com- 
Inittee be received and adopted.” 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

Dr, Tom Hare: “I move that this Council 
registers its continued confidence in the Con- 
sultative Committee.” 

Major Over seconded the motion, which also 
was carried unanimously, 

The PRESIDENT asked how to be allowed to 
take that opportunity of paying tribute to his 
colleagues on the Consultative Committee, All 
the Council, he was sure, appreciated how hard 
the task had been that they had had to perform 
—at all events they realised that it had been 
a very hard task. He doubted if it was possible 
to convey to them just how difficult—at times 
how almost impossible—it had appeared to 
them. They had had their differences in the 
Committee—in a task so hard that was un- 
avoidable—and there had equally inevitably 
heen irritations, fostered by what at times 
seemed to them the hopelessness of the outlook. 
This at any rate was true : that the members 
of the Committee were single-minded, and at 
one in their desire to carry this business 
through successfully and in a manner which 
would be satisfactory to the profession. He 
desired very earnestly that the members’ of 
Council would take note of his own apprecia- 
tion, which he wished to join with that which 
had been expressed by Dr, Hare, of his col- 
leagues in the Committee. He would not like 
to have to undertake it all again, but if he had, 
he could ask for nothing better than to have 
the same colleagues to work with, to quarrel 
with, and, finally, to agree with. 

There was one further and very important 
observation that he had to make in this con- 
nection : he thought they should note their ap- 
preciation of the Ministry's representatives also, 
(Hear, hear.) They had not always been able 
to praise them, but their task, too, had been 
a difficult one, and members should be as un- 
stinted in their appreciation as hitherto they 
had been stringent in their criticism. Strains 


and disagreements arose between them, but, 
especially latterly, the Ministry’s representa- 
tives had undeniably been anxious to appreciate 
the point of view of the representatives of the 
Association and to go as far as they could go 
towards meeting them. If their consultations 
had procured a successful result, as in the 
main he thought they had, it was due to the 
joint efforts of their committee and the 
representatives of the Ministry of Agriculture. 

Mr, STEELE-BODGER said that he desired to add 
one more expression of appreciation to those 
made by the President and which he was sure 
the latter had intended to include, and that was 
to the General Secretary for the work he had 
put in during the period of those negotiations, 
untiringly and unstintingly, on behalf of the 
Association. (Hear, hear.) 

The meeting terminated with the passing of 
a heartily accorded vote of thanks to the Presi- 
dent for his conduct of the proceedings, 


N.V.M.A. DIVISIONAL REPORT 


North of V.M.A."* 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT 
BELFAST 

The Annual General Meeting of the above 
Association was held in the Imperial Hotel, 
Belfast, at 7 p.m, on February 24th, 19388. 
Prior to the meeting the members were enter- 
tained to tea. The President, Mr, Gilmore, 
occupied the chair and the following members 
were present :—Messrs. Barclay, Campbell, 
Dunean, Finch, Foggie, Harper, Henry, Jones, 
Kellett, Kelly, H. G. Lamont, W. 8. 
Lamont, McArthur, McConnell (Senr.), McLean, 
McNabb. Morrow, Ranson, Ritchie, Russell, 
Shanks, Sim, Stewart, Stratford, Wallace and 
Whyte, Mr. W. G. Emerson (Kenya) was 
present as a visitor. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, being 
in course of publication, were left till the next 
meeting for consideration, 

Correspondence.—Apologies for inability to 
attend were received from Messrs. McAllan. 
Macnab, Ewing Johnston, Magowan, Hart and 
Kerr. 

The Secretary intimated that letters had 
been received from Messrs. Kernohan, W. 8. 
Lamont, McConnell, Senr., and Russell, 
thanking the Association for the compliment 
and honour in electing them honorary life 
members. A letter was received from Mr. 
Ashe-King intimating his desire to resign from 
the Association. The Secretary was instructed 
to write to Mr. Ashe-King and ask him to re- 
consider his decision. A letter from the 
National Horse Association was read, request- 
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ing the Association to contribute a donation as 
in former years. This was agreed to and the 
Treasurer was instructed to donate the sum 
of £1 1s, Od. 

Treasurer’s Report—Mr, Kelly his 
annual report which was unanimously adopted. 
Mr. Kelly also announced that, during tea, the 
sum of £2 7s. 6d. had been collected in the box 
for the Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 


ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS 

The proposal that Mr. H. C. I. Kelly should be 
elected President for 1938, made by Mr. H. G. 
Lamont and seconded by Mr. Gilmore, was 
loudly applauded and unanimously passed. Mr. 
KELLy then occupied the chair and thanked the 
members for the honour and the generous way 
they had supported the nomination, and went 
on to add that the best thanks of the meeting 
were due to the retiring President, Mr. Gilmore, 
for the able manner in which he had conducted 
the affairs of the Association during his tenure 


of office. Continued applause greeted this 
remark. 

The remaining officers were elected = as 
follows :— 


Vice-Presidents.— J. MeAllan and FH. I). Gilmore. 
Hon. Treasurer.—H. C. 1. Kelly. 
Hon, Secretary.—P. Shanks. 

Council.—Messrs. Russell, Monro, McLean 
und Ranson were elected to fill the vacancies 
by retiral on rotation of Messrs. Monro, Ranson 
and Russell, and the vacancy created by the 
death of Mr. Gault. 

Mr. Carruth was re-elected lay secretary at 
the usual fee. 

The PreEsIDENT then extended a warm wel- 
come to Mr. Emerson, which was cordially 
applauded. 

New Members.—The following new members, 
having been proposed and seconded at the 
previous meeting, were unanimously elected 
members of the Association, thus bringing the 
total membership up to 78: Miss Twyman, and 
Messrs. Corbet, T. B. Smellie and Maenab. 


“PIGLET INFLUENZA ” 

The President then asked Mr. SHANKS to give 
his talk on “ Piglet Influenza as reported by 
German workers and observations on the 
disease in Northern Ireland.” Mr. Shanks 
explained to the meeting the reasons for the 
talk, saying that since he and Mr. Lamont had 
returned from Germany, which country they 
had visited in connection with their investiga- 
tions, they had been’ giving lectures’ to 
Agricultural Organisations on how the disease 
could be eradicated on a farm, that reports of 
the disease had not appeared in any of the 
British veterinary publications and that practi- 
tioners in the country knew nothing about the 
disease. It was for the purpose of informing 
these practitioners as to how the disease could 
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be diagnosed and combatted that the talk was 
being given. 

The speaker then went on to explain the 
incidents which led up to the decision of the 
Government of Northern Ireland, in conjunction 
with the Pigs Marketing Board, to send a 
deputation to Germany to make inquiries 
regarding the control of piglet influenza. 

A full deseription of the disease followed in 
which the speaker indicated the cause, course, 
symptoms, method of spread, diagnosis, post- 
mortem findings, sequelae and a method of 
preventing the spread, there being no method 
yet adopted which had proved satisfactory as 
a treatment. Mr. Shanks completed his talk 
by comparing the disease as seen and described 
in Germany with the disease as observed in 
Northern Ireland, mentioning incidentally that 
this disease is the most serious and widespread 
disease of pigs in this area. He also added 
that several successful transmissions of the 
disease had been obtained by himself and Mr. 
Lamont and that when certain experiments 
were completed, a full report would be sub- 
mitted for publication in the Veterinary Record. 

The following members contributed to a very 


lively interesting discussion: Messrs. 
Emerson, Morrow, Jones, W. S. Lamont, 


Stewart, Finch, McNabb, Wallace, Gilmore, 
Harper and H. G. Lamont. 

Mr. Shanks replied suitably to the numerous 
questions raised. A vote of thanks to the 
speaker for the talk and replies was accorded 
with acclamation. 

Time being available, the President then 
called on Mr. H. G. Lamont to give an account 
of the visit to Germany from the non-scientific 
point of view. This Mr. Lamont did in a very 
interesting and entertaining manner and he 
received prolonged applause on its conclusion. 

Any Other Business.—The PRESIDENT took the 
opportunity to congratulate Mr. McConnell Senr. 
on being made a Justice of the Peace, saying 
that the members were proud to learn of 
honours being bestowed on members of the 
Association, since they were reflected on the 
Association itself. The President’s sentiments 
were warmly applauded. Mr. 
thanked the members for their congratulations. 

The subject for discussion at the joint meeting 
with the Veterinary Medical Association of 
Ireland, in May, came up for decision, and it 
was unanimously decided to ask Mr. Kerr, of 
the Veterinary Research Division, Stormont, 
to give a talk on his recent research work on 
abortion in cattle. The date of the talk and 
the nature of the demonstrations were left for 
Mr. H. G. Lamont and the Secretary to arrange. 

This being all the business, the meeting 
terminated with a hearty vote of thanks to the 
new President for carrying out his initial duties 
so admirably. P. L. SHanxs, Hon. Secretary. 
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SOUTH-EASTERN AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE 
NEW VETERINARY LABORATORY 


The new veterinary Jaboratory which has 
recently been erected at the South-Eastern 
Agricultural College, Wye, Kent, is a_ building 
of simple, economical and yet pleasing design 
and is in keeping with its situation at the foot 
of the downs, about one mile from the main 
College buildings. 

The Veterinary Department was recognised at 
the end of 1929 when the College became what 
was then termed a “ veterinary advisory centre.” 
The aim of the Department has been to under- 
take work on the larger farm animals which 
required close contact between the farm and 
the laboratory and where it was necessary to 
maintain a considerable number of experimental 
sheep or cattle. The new premises include, on 
the ground floor, four laboratories, separate 
rooms for the preparation of bacteriological 
media, for sterilisation, and for the washing and 
preparation of glass ware, a post-mortem room, 
and accommodation for small laboratory animals, 
Upstairs advantage has been taken of the roof 


space to provide two large and two smaller 


FRONT ELEVATION 


rooms all adequately lighted by dormer windows. 
The Department has at its disposal 20 acres of 
pasture and farm buildings where large and 
small animals are kept. 

A. D, McEwen, D.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., the head of the 
Veterinary Department, qualified at Edinburgh in 
1922. Until 1924 he was Research Officer, 
Division of Veterinary Education and Research, 
Union of South Africa. In 1925 he was appointed 
Research Assistant at the Royal Veterinary Col- 
lege, London. Here he commenced his first 
studies on “struck” in sheep and in 1929, 
largely with the object of continuing this work, 
he accepted the appointment of Veterinary 
Investigation Officer attached to the South- 
Eastern Agricultural College. 

The duties of this officer include the usual 
advisory services to farmers, routine 
diagnosis, and the teaching of Veterinary Science 
to the Agricultural students. Nevertheless, time 
has been found to do a considerable amount 
of research work, notably on diseases of sheep 
caused by anaerobic bacilli, parasitic gastritis 
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and enteritis of sheep, contagious abortion, 
and Johne’s disease. 

At first there was little or no accommodation 
but within three to four months a wood and 
tin shed was partitioned off and converted into 
a laboratory. The amount of work increased 
annually and it soon became evident that this 
laboratory would be quite insufficient. The 
county councils of Kent, Surrey and Sussex, 
appreciating the value of the work already done 
and realising the importance of adequate 
facilities, responded to Dr. McEwen’s initiative 
by subscribing the majoi portion of the funds 
necessary for the erection of the present 
building. 

In the early years, before the present labora- 
tory was built, Dr. McEwen was assisted by 
Mr. R. S. Roberts, who is now a_ Research 
Officer to the Agricultural Research Council, and 
later for a short time by Mr. L. E. Hughes, who 
has recently been appointed to the staff of the 
Veterinary Laboratory, Ministry of Agriculture. 
The present professional staff consists of Dr. 
A. D. McEwen, Mr. F, W. Priestley, Research 
Officer to the Agricultural Research Council, and 
Mr. J. D. Paterson. 


In Parliament 


The following questions and answers have been 
recorded in the House of Commons recently:-— 


GRANTS FOR VETERINARY RESEARCH IN SCOTLAND 


Mr. ANSTRUTHER-GRAY asked the Home Secretary 
by what amount and in what way Scotland had 
benefited from the distri#bution of profits by the 
Racecourse Betting Control Board. Mr. GEOFFREY 
Luoyp, in reply, said that grants had been made 
by the Racecourse Betting Control Board for the 
following, among other, objects specifically 
connected with Scotland: £1,000 to investigations 
into grass sickness at the Institute of the Animal 
Diseases Research Association at Moredun, near 
Edinburgh. A further grant of £750 had been 
approved. ¢625 to research into’ disabling 
diseases of horses at the Royal (Dick) Veterinary 
College, Edinburgh. A further grant of £650 
had been approved. £500 to the building fund 
of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edin- 
burgh. further grant of £500 been 
approved. It was proposed to make a grant of 
{500 to the Glasgow Veterinary College. 


Foot-AND-MoutH DISEASE 


Mr. ANSTRUTHER-GRAY asked the Minister of 
Agriculture how many animals’ have been 
slaughtered in Scotland during the past year 
owing to foot-and-mouth disease; and what is 
the compensation paid? 

Mr. RamsporwaM: During the past year 2,706 
animals were slaughtered in connection with 
outbreaks of foot-and-mouth disease in Scotland. 
The amount of compensation paid for these 
animals was £12,676. 


Rats AND Rappits (DESTRUCTION) 


Sir J. Lamp asked the Minister of Agriculture 
what steps have been taken by his department, 
in collaboration with the gas warfare depart- 
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Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events 


Mar. 2Sth.—Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.A., at 36, Gordon 
Square, W.C.1, 4 p.m. 

Mar. 80th.—Fifty-fourth Annual General Meet- 


ing of the Western Counties 
Division, N.V.M.A., at Exeter, 
2 p.m. 


*, 50th.—Meeting of the Society of Veter- 
inary Practitioners, at 36, Gordon 
Square, W.C.1, 2.30) p.m. 


Mar. 381st.—Meeting of the Derbyshire Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Sutton Bonington, 
2.30 p.m. 

April 1st.—-Annual fees payable to R.C.V.S. 

April 4th.—-N.V.M.A. Committee meetings at 
36, Gordon Square, W.C.1. 

April 5Sth.—N.V.M.A. Committee meetings at 


36, Gordon Square, W.C.1. Quar- 
terly meeting of Couneil N.V.M.A., 
at the Connaught Rooms, Great 
Queen Street, Kingsway, 2.30 p.m. 
April 6th & 7th.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 


April 7th.—Annual General Meeting of the 
South-Eastern Division, N.V.M.A., 
at Maidstone, 3 p.m. 

April) 7th. --Meeting of the Central Division, 
N.V.M.A., at the Conway Hall, 
W.C.1, 6.80 p.m. 

April Sth.—R.C.V.S. Committee and Council 
Meetings. 

May  5th.—Last day for nomination for elec- 
tion to R.C.V.S. Council. 

May 16th.—R.C.V.S. Examination in Animal 
Management begins. 

May 19th.-—-R.C.V.S. Annual Report and voting 
papers issued. 

May 26th.—Last day for return of voting 
papers, R.C.V.S. Council election. 

June 2nd.—R.C.V.S. Annual General Meeting. 


Election of Council. 
June 9th & 10th.—D.V.S.M. written examination. 
June 13th.—D.V.S.M. oral examinations begin. 
June 22nd & 23rd.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meet- 
ings. 


ment, to produce a gas suitable and _ effective for 
the destruction of rats and rabbits? 


Mr. RAmsBoTHAM: Various experiments have 
been conducted from time to time by my 
department, partly in collaboration with the 


department referred to, with the object of find- 
ing suitable and_ effective gases for the 
destruction of rats. Work of a similar character 
has been carried out on the gassing of rabbits, 
and further experiments are being undertaken 
during the current year. 
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June 24th.—R.C.V.S. Committee and Council 
Meetings. 

June 30th & July Ist.—R.C.V.S. written examin- 
ations. 


Aug. 21st-25th.—Thirteenth International Veter- 
inary Congress, Ziirich. 

Aug. 26th-27th.—Thirteenth International Veter- 
inary Congress, Interlaken. 


Sept. 5th-9th.—Annual Congress, N.V.M.A., at 
Glasgow. 


PERSONAL 
LEvEE PRESENTATIONS 


On the occasion of the Levée held by the 
King at St. James’s Palace, on Thursday of last 
week, the following Members of the Royal Army 
Veterinary Corps were presented to His Majesty 
by the Colonel Commandant, Major-General 
William Anthony, c.B., ¢.M.G.: Major Francis 
Andrews, Major Donald Gillmor, Major Ernest 
Peatt, 0.B.£E., and Major James Plunkett, 0.B.£. 


THE STATE VETERINARY SERVICE: THE 
PROFESSION’S VIEW IN 1928 

Having regard to the establishment of the State 
Veterinary Service, it will be of interest to 
readers of the Velerinary Record to refer to a 
paper presented to the Veterinary Section of the 
World’s Dairy Congress, held in this country 
in 1928, in which Mr. Trevor F. Spencer, 
M.R.C.V.S., of Kettering, in the course of his 
discussion of “ Some Aspects of the Milk Prob- 
lem with Special Reference to the Need for a 
State Veterinary Health Service,” far-seeingly 
advocated the course now adopted by the 
Minister of Agriculture. 

From this paper, which was published in our 
issue of August 18th, 1928, we reproduce the 
following paragraphs :— 

“The machinery for eradication should con- 
sist of a central authority, or State Veterinary 
Health Service attached to the Ministry of Health 
and staffed by whole-time veterinary experts. 
Each county, or other convenient administrative 
area, should be provided with a_ whole-time 
veterinary officer (or officers) but the actual 
“ field” work should be performed by part-time 
local veterinary inspectors under the supervision 
and control of their respective county chiefs.” 

“It will be interesting to see how far we are 
in agreement as to the necessity or, as I prefer 
to call it, the indispensability of a State Veter- 
inary Health Service in the solution of this 
intricate problem. 

“Surely its veterinary aspect is sufficiently 
important to warrant such a service which, if 
properly constituted, would formulate regulations 
with due regard to their practical usefulness 
economic effects and lasting results. This, i 
contend, cannot be said of any efforts hitherto 
made. Armed with powers similar in scope to 
those which have been successful in the eradica- 
tion of glanders, the elimination of tuberculosis 
from milk could proceed concurrently with the 
work of eradication.” 

These proposals were well supported by the 
Congress, and we feel that public attention may 
well be drawn to the fact that, as long as ten 
vears ago, the public need for a State Veterinary 
Health Service was visualised and debated, and 


the principle of its establishment adopted, at a 
Congress meeting of veterinary surgeons 
attended by both’ British and Continenta! 
representatives, so far in advance of those 
through whom, alone, the need could’ be 
satisfied. 


LEGAL NOTES 

Neglecled Cattle.—A fine of £20 was imposed 
by the Melbourn magistrates upon Hubert O. S. 
Ellis, of High Street, Meldreth, after he had been 
found guilty of causing unnecessary suffering to 
his cattle. The evidence showed that defendant 
neglected to provide the animals with sufficient 
nutriment and bedding. 

Defended by Mr. A. H. Wild (Cambridge), Ellis 
pleaded not guilty. 

Inspector Riley, of the R.S.P.C.A., said that 
on January 23rd, in company with P.-c, Allen, 
he visited defendant’s premises in High Street, 
Meldreth, known as the Woolpack Farm. He 
told defendant he had come to see his cattle. 
Defendant said, “ What is the matter? They are 
all right. I can’t think who keeps on complain- 
ing.” In the yard witness found a red_ bull, 
aged five to six years, and a red cow. Both were 
in extremely poor bodily condition. They stood 
at the manger, eating hay. Witness examined 
the hay, and found it of poor quality, mouldy, 
evil-smelling, and of no nutritive value. The 
yard was about two feet deep in very wel 
manure, and an employee of defendant was then 
cutting trenches in the manure to let the water 
off. There were signs that the yard had recently 
been deeply flooded. There was no straw, nor 
any dry place for the animals to lie on. 

Witness called defendant’s attention to the 
condition of the animals, and he said, “ I do not 
want the bull fat, and the cow I keep for milk 
for myself. She has been suckling a calf up 
till just now, and it was too much for her.” 
The flooding of the yard was, according to the 
defendant, the fault of the County Council and 
the Highways Committee: all the drains had 
been blocked. 

Witness then went into the orchard, and there 
he found two young bulls, ten to twelve months 
old, a bullock, three heifers and one cow. All 
the animals were in extremely poor bodily condi- 
tion, and some of them were nothing but skin 
and bone. Some were eating hay off the ground, 
and this, too, was mouldy, of poor quality, 
badly weathered, and practically of no food 
value. There was no grass in the orchard—il 
was eaten bare to the soil—and in some places 
it was like a quagmire, quite a foot deep in mud 
and water. The animals had chewed bark and 
ivy from trees, and were then eating the tops 
of suckers from fruit trees. Witness, who told 
defendant that it was evident that this state of 
affairs had been going on for some_ weeks, 
advised him to get the cattle some better food, 
and he said he would see about it. 

On February 3rd, witness again visited the 
premises with Major Townsend, veterinary 
surgeon, and before they got to the premises 
witness could hear the cattle blaring and 
bellowing for food. There were six animals 
in the yard and three in an enclosed shed 
adjoining the yard. They appeared to be so 
hungry that witness and Major Townsend wenl 
and found them some hay. The cattle ate il 
ravenously. The three animals in the shed were 
let out. They were the two young bulls and 
bullock, and they immediately began to drink 
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the filthy water lying in the muck. There was 
no other water for them. 

Witness saw Ellis, who refused to go down 
the yard to meet Major Townsend. Later they 
both went to Ellis’s house, and he was again 
told of the terrible condition of the animals 
and the yard. He said, “I do not think they 
are quite as bad as that, but 1 am going to 
separate them now, and I have bought some cake 
for them.” He was advised to do something 
immediately and he said he would. 

On February 18th witness again called to see 
the animals, and they had then been separated. 
He found some improvement, but the cattle were 
still poor. Witness told Ellis” of this 
improvement, 

Cross-examined: He knew one of the cows 
had had a dead calf during the summer, but 
should have recovered, if it had had proper 
care and attention. 

Following corroborative police testimony, Mr. 
Fred. Hewson, M.R.C.V.S., giving evidence for the 
defence, said that on March 2nd he was shown 
some hay by defendant, and it was quite good. 
Defendant told him it had been grown by him- 
self. 
Cross-examined: He could not say that the 
hay he saw was the same as that on which 
the cattle were feeding on January 25th. 

Defendant, on oath, said the calves were seven 
months old in January, and a certain amount 
of the noise was caused by them. After they 
had been separated from the mothers, there was 
much improvement in the cows’ condition. 
Altogether he had enough hay for four trusses 
a day for the cattle. On January 25th there 
was plenty of hay in the yard and sheds, and 
the cattle had access to the river. There was 
also a pump over a trough in the yard. 

After a retirement the Bench found the case 
proved. 


Disqualified for Life from Keeping Dogs.—At 
Ipswich, recently, Mrs. Ethel Palmer, of Capel 
St. Mary, Suffolk, was disqualified for life from 
keeping dogs. A police officer stated that seven 
dogs and three cats were shut up in a kitchen, 
the blinds of which were drawn. They were 
in a deplorable condition and had mange. 
Three of the dogs were hairless and their breed 

yas unrecognisable. The kittens had crept into 
the oven for warmth and the room did_ not 
appear to have been cleaned for weeks. Four 
dogs and the kittens had to be destroyed. The 
woman said that she had had the dogs about 
three weeks and was hoping to start a business. 
She had treated them with lotion. She was 
fined £2 and ordered to pay £2 12s. 8d. costs, 
the Bench also ordering the surviving animals 
to be destroyed. 


* * * * 


UNIVERSITY OF LIVERPOOL EXAMINATION 
LIST 
Following is the March, 1938, Examination List 
of the University of Liverpool School of Veter- 
inary Science. 
DEGREE OF B.V.Sc. 
SECOND EXAMINATION. Davison, F. L. 


FiInaAL EXAMINATION. Part I.—Bonallo, T. G.., 
E. A.; Part I1.—Bonallo, T. G., Tutton, 


. 
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MECHANISATION OF INDIAN ARMY 


The Delhi correspondent of The Times reports 
an announcement of the decision to convert the 
Thirteenth Duke of Connaught’s Own Lancers 
and the Scinde Horse (Fourteenth Prince of 
Wales’s Own Cavalry), at present stationed at 
Jullundur and Rawalpindi, into armoured-car 
regiments, and continues: “This marks an 
important step forward in the modernisation of 
the Army in India. Although for some time there 
has been a considerable degree of mechanisation 
in the Indian Army, this has been to a great 
extent confined to the transport service. The 
present proposal, embracing as it the 
mechanisation of two complete regiments which 
are among the most distinguished in the Indian 
Army, therefore inaugurates a new policy. The 
process of conversion is expected to begin at an 
‘arly date.” 


R.V.C, (LONDON) ANNUAL BALL 


The College Annual Ball was again held at 
the Park Lane Hotel—on March 8th, 1938—and 
was a great success, though it is regrettable that 
there were not more students present. The 
Principal, Professor Buxton and Mrs. Buxton 
came with a party, and the company also 
included Sir Frederick Hobday, Professors 
Wooldridge and McCunn, and Dr. Minett, with 
most of the junior staff of the College and many 
distinguished members of the profession. The 
guests were received by Mr, J. E. M. Ridge and 
Miss Bingham, Presidents of the Students’ Union 
Society and the Women’s Section respectively. 

After the dinner Mr. Ridge made a_ short 
speech. Though the ballroom was crowded, 
everyone seemed to find room to dance and 
all present had a thoroughly enjoyable time. 


A REMEDY FOR A VIRUS DISEASE 


In our issue of February 19th, 1938, we made 
brief reference to the claim of the discovery 
of a drug to cure as well as to prevent a disease 
due to a virus by Drs. Dochez and Slanetz of 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia 
University. This claim is further dealt with, as 
follows, in the issue of the Lancet for February 
26th, p. 507. 

“Dochez and Slanetz* describe experiments 
designed to determine whether a chemical agent, 
sodium sulphanilyl sulphanilate, will cure dog 
distemper. Their subjects were ferrets injected 
subcutaneously with nasal washings taken from 
dogs in the acute stages of the disease. In one 
experiment when the washings were unfiltered the 
control animal died in twelve days with typical 
symptoms of distemper, whereas the other ferret 
which received 0:5 gramme of the drug twice 
daily from the fifth to the eighteenth day showed 
no symptoms and survived until the forty-third 
day. In the other experiment, when the wash- 
ings were filtered free from bacterial contamina- 
tion, the control died on the twenty-fifth day 
with typical symptoms and a treated animal, 
receiving 0°5 g. twice daily from the tenth to the 
twenty-sixth day, showed no symptoms and was 
alive 57 days later. In the latter case the treated 
ferret had begun to show symptoms with a 
temperature of 104° F, on the day when treat- 
ment began. Two further experiments were 


*Dochez, A. R. and Slanetz, C. A., Science, Feb. Lith, 1938, 
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done with dried virus; in these the control 
ferrets showed typical symptoms with fever, 
while the treated animals had no symptoms after 
the drug was given These observations are 
very few in number but the results are striking 
in that cures were obtained when treatment 
started comparatively late after infection. Dochez 
and Slanetz add that 28 cases of natural dog 
distemper have been treated with 1-0 g. of the 
drug twice daily and only two of the dogs have 
died; also that the drug is active against cat 
distemper, which has been shown to be due to 
a different virus, 

“The structure of the new drug is very like 
that of sulphanilamide, and it seems likely that 
its mode of action on the infecting agent is 
similar. Sodium  sulphanilyl sulphanilate is, 
however, freely soluble in water and the data 
show that it is eliminated very quickly. This 
suggests that it diffuses more readily throughout 
the animal body; it is probable also that the 
infecting virus is inside the cells of the host 
and, therefore, it would be less easily reached 
by a chemotherapeutic agent than an infecting 
bacterium, 


“ Rosenthal has already reported the success- 
ful treatment of choriomeningitis virus infections 
in mice with Red Prontosil, but this observation 
has not yet been confirmed. Rosenthal failed 
to get an effect with any of the other sulphanila- 
mide compounds; also influenza virus and 
encephalitis (St. Louis) virus infections were 
resistant to all treatment. Dochez and Slanetz’s 
paper is the only other report of successful 
chemotherapy in a virus disease, and its import- 
ance lies in the fact that if these findings are 
correct other diseases due to virus infections 
may be found amenable to similar treatment.” 


Rosenthal, S. M., Wasly, J. G., and Bauer, H., Publ. Hith. Rep., 
Wash. , 1937, 32, 12 ancet, 1937, 2, 810. 


| Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's 
issue. 


All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 


The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent 
the personal view of the writer only and must not be taken as 
expressing the opinion or having received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 


TETANUS 
To THE EpITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—Arising out of Mr. Cassells’ account of 
tetanus in your last issue, I may state that my 
experience in the surgical branch of a veterinary 
hospital during the War was that 50 to 70 per 
cent. of cases recovered. Our method of treat- 
ment was more or less the same as Mr. 
Cassells: the animals, if possible, were kept in 
their ordinary stall, allowing no noise that the 
patient was not accustomed to. We never used 
slings. At first serum was used but as time went 
on we found that results were equally good 
when no serum was given and its use as a cura- 
tive agent was dropped. I might also mention 
that towards the end of the War, the use of 
serum as a preventative agent also was discon- 
tinued, it being found that the cost overcame 
the profit. 

Yours faithfully, 
W. A. SMITH, M.R.C.V.S. 

Longford. 


March 22nd, 1938. 


It is announced by the Department of Agricul- 
| ture that for the first time for about 30 years 
_ there was not a single outbreak of sheep scab in 

Inverness County during the year 1937. 


Diseases of Animals Acts 
SUMMARY OF RETURNS: 


-Foot- 
Anthrax. and-Mouth Parasitic § Sheep Swine 
Disease. | Mange. Scab. Fever. 
"Animals | Out- 
slaugh- _—i breaks 
Out- | Out- tered as reported | Out- Out- | Swine 
Period. breaks Animals | breaks diseased | by the| Animals| breaks breaks  slaugh- 
con- | attacked./ _con- or ex- | Local | attacked.) con- con- tered. 
firmed. | firmed. posed to Authori- firmed. | firmed. 
| infection. | ties. | | | 
| No. | No. No. No. No. No. || No. | No. No. 
Period Ist to 15th March, 1938 44 45 2 100 2 8 | 6 16 2 
Corresponding period in | 
eee 43 9 9 8 51 33 
1936 eae | 12 42 7 61 60 
1935 we ia _— 19 19 1 346 5 6 15 73 36 
Total Ist January to 15th | 
March, 1938 ane 215 | 222 103 14,554 30 46 | 74 82 29 
Corresponding period. in | 
° tos an 155 | 177 3 262 53 83 90 || 250 155 
1936 eee 122 | 153 4 | $379 159 | 113 277 
1935 ese oes nee 96 105 22 | 4,691 | 48 66 135 =|} 337 | 136 


Norz. —The figures for the current year are approximate only. § Excluding outbreaks in Army Horses. 


